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Pieb i AC Ee 


Tuis little volume is intended as a book of sug- 
gestions, bearing upon the safety and happiness of 
individuals and nations in the turn of the Coming 
Crisis. Some of the most enlightened nations may 
fall in the effort to step forward. The social, relig- 
ious, and political world will go up or down in the 
approaching conflict. If any thoughts or sugges- 
tions in these pages will ward off any danger, or in 
the last degree ameliorate the condition of down- 
trodden and suffering humanity, my most sanguine 


hopes will be realized. 
Ce Maat 
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THE COMING CRISIS. 


WHAT WE HAVE TO LEARN. 


ee republic of the United States has been 

for a century a great battle-ground of con- 
flicting thoughts, testing various theories in 
government, religious and social relations, tol- 
erating free speech, free press, and every form of 
religious worship; thereby evolving principles 
new to the world, bringing forth great truths 
that were kept in darkness by a less favored 
people who were ruled by kings, emperors, 
and titled nobility. Rapid strides have been 
made in civilizations and enlightenment by a 
free use of our God-given facuitié¢s tm experi- 
menting and testing the utility of theories by 
practice. A century of experimental govern- 
ment and universal education has resulted in 
the growth of intelligence and knowledge of 
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the people, and a system of great frauds has 
been discovered and exposed that are carried 
on by the ruling class. The people have been 
under the impression that the seeds of liberty 
sown upon fertile soil would bring forth much 
fruit without husbandry, but weeds and bram- 
bles have taken its place and freedom has be- 
come nominal, and the spurious independence 
is galling. They have cultivated the brambles 
and are stung by the thorns. The obnoxious 
plants will be cut away, and once more the 
seeds of liberty will be cast throughout the land. 
The wrongs that have long existed will be met 
with and punished inthe turn of the approach- 
ing crisis. Kings and potentates will be taken 
down from their ridiculous and false positions, 
and titled nobility will doff the gaudy garments 
of pomp and vanity, and the nobility of man- 
hood made pre-eminent. No kings will be 
supported, no artificial titles of nobility will be 
recognized and petted by a flattering, fawning 
public; #o/aristocracy nor power of money 
shall rule; but love, justice, merit, manhood 
shall be precedent. 

* What a great lesson the onde is about to 
receive. There is a tendency in the United 
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States of America among the would-be nobil- 
ity to establish a monarchical form of govern- 
ment over the Republic and renew the days of 
feudalism. The press frequently plays the 
sycophant to sprigs of nobility who cross the 
Atlantic; fawningly describes the dress, the 
shape of the boot, and even the color ofa 
ribbon worn by them; and giving the exact 
time they breakfast, the time they walk, sit 
down, and the time they blow their royal 
noses; and the building is described which 
they occupy, the rooms, the chairs, tables, etc., 
with an accuracy worthy of a better cause. 
Such adulation and adoration has a tendency 
to support aristocracy at the expense of the 
people, and is a disgrace to those who practice 
it. However true, kind, and generous the no- 
bility are, they are at least no better than the 
most humble who practice the same virtues, 
and those who imitate them in style are like 
the servant who imitates his master, if not 
his. virtues, then his eccentricities even to a 
squint. 

The world has seen follies enough to become 
more wise, and miseries enough to avoid a 
constant repetition of them. The time is near 
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at hand when the people will use more discre- 
tion and greater action in regard to public 
matters directly pertaining to their dearest 
interests and welfare. Those who get the fat 
offices are nominally elected by the people; in 
reality they elect themselves by sophistry and 
the power of money. Thereare generally two 
parties, and in order to get into office, the 
candidate must belong to one side or the other; 
it is then like a boat-race or a horse-race— 
some will bet on one side and some on the 
other, and which of the two parties shall win, 
and not the principles by which we should be 
governed. It is party feeling that creates the 
greater interest in election; party first, principle 
‘second, 

A democratic railroad is not as good to a 
republican as a republican railroad; nora _ re- 
publican school-house half as good to a demo- 
crat asa democratic school-house when it is 
built exactly like it. There is not one man in 
ten who votes, that knows anything about the 
principles of either party, simply because they 
have none. It is only a squabble between the 
two parties for the hard earnings to be wringed 
from the hands of industry. It is first, money; 
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second, honor; third, interests of the people, 
provided such interests do not tend to diminish 
their salaries. They divide the spoils to suit 
themselves. There are, however, some noble. 
and true men elected to office, but they are 
always in the minority, and can do but little 
or nothing for the people. Many of the 
wrongs of civilization are too deep for legisla- 
tive power to reach, they have grown with its 
growth and matured with its age. It will take 
a stronger power to remove the great wrongs 
of civilization from the ruts it has made in its 
onward march toward better prospects and 
brighter hope of a more glorious destiny. That 
power is being placed in the hands of the peo- 
ple. The millions whoare oppressed by eccle- 
siastical and regal powers throughout the 
world; millions who are struggling in poverty 
and wretchedness; millions whose servile labor 
supports in pride and luxury the few; millions 
who have: been kept down in slavery and dark- 
ness by the fiat of governments, are reaching 
for weapons of self-defense in knowledge and 
truth. The light is now dawning upon them. 
The muttering thunder of the oppressed is 
hard on the far-off shores. The tread of “ Lib- 
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erty’s army” warns us of the approaching con- 
flict. An epoch is near at hand in the turn of 
the coming crisis, and humanity will cast off 
oppression and stand upon a higher plane of 
thought and feeling ina newera. The toiling 
millions will be raised and blessed by a greater 
power than dynasties or governments. There 
is hope for all—yet there are sufferings, sacra- 
fices and tribulations to pass through, but 
time will bury all our sorrows. Noble philan- 
thropists are leading the van in behalf of the 
people; in behalf of the suffering and down- 
trodden; in behalf of the innocent who suffer 
from the wrongs of the guilty; in behalf of the 
many oppressed by the few; in behalf of the 
poor millions whose lives are being made up 
of incessant toil, in behalf of the ignorant, 
blind and miserable, whose lives cast dark and 
hideous shadows across the paths of life where 
should be peace and happiness; in behalf of 
the interests of humanity in every condition. 
The world is waking up. Long apathy and 
slumber of indifference is passing away. Skir- 
mishes of the coming battles have already com- 
menced. Every manto his post and hold fast 
to good, evolved in the coming conflict. We 
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must not only know the truth, but feel it. 
There are many who still sit in darkness. 
There are many who need tosee the necessity 
of a change, and feel the importance of the 
turn in the coming crisis. But they will be 
aroused from their lethargy by the tramp of 
a mighty army, and will fall in the ranks as it 
passes onward to victory—freedom. 

The world has been borne on the waves of 
time through dark ages of superstition, slavery 
and wars, and now stands within reach of the 
long sought goal of peace; but should those 
waves recede before a firm footing is gained, 
it will be carried back to the reign of terror and 
again be steeped in blood tilt the succeeding 
waves wash the stain away and again bear it 
on toward a haven of rest. 

If the good results of ages of experience of 
the long suffering world is not secured, how 
much will be lost! The lessons will then be 
repeated. 

The coming crisis will test the capacity and 
power of man’s intellectual and spiritual na- 
ture—whether his creed or his God within him 
will take the lead—whether his intellectual or 
animal attributes will rule—whether the hog 
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or the angel will predominate. If he does 
not secure the best results of long experience 
and soon stand upon a higher plane of intel- 
lectuality and spirituality, then woe is the 
world. The ebb-tide will carry him back to 
the dark ages of anarchy and despotism and 
again bind himin slavery. Such has been the 
fate of nations, and great nations may yet fall. 
It is possible, the world will be retrogressive. 
before it profits by the lessons taught, and an 
epoch and new era is in the far distant future. 
The coming crisis will decide. Yet there 
never has been a time in the progress of the 
world when so many of the people have 
reached so high a standard of intellectuality 
and spirituality as the present one. There are 
millions who walk in the light, yet millions 
who sit in darkness, making greater contracts 
in intelligence and ignorance—spirituality and 
grossness, avarice and benevolence, and the 
false and the true, more completely dividing 
the people in their aspirations and enjoyments. 
The one low and groveling, the other progres- 
sive and more spiritual. This division in the 
world will be the turning point in the coming 
crisis. Shall it be ruled by political sharps, 
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greed, and the power of money? or turn to the 
interests of humanity. Shall life be more 
earthly, or more spiritual? Shall the strug- 
gling soul of man be still oppressed and sent 
downward, or become free; are the millions 
whose sorrowing tears are falling fast to weep 
their lives away in death, only to be awakened 
in a better world; or shall the light of truth 
shine upon earth and guide the weary feet to a 
haven of rest and dry their tears of sorrow? 
This can be attained through the efforts of the 
people in the coming crisis; but these efforts 
must be great ones—enduring ones, for there 
is much rubbish to be cast aside and many 
clouds to be dispersed that darken the light. 

Selfishness must give way to sympathy; love 
of gold for love of truth; interests on moneys 
for interests of humanity; new schools must 
be formed, and old ones reformed. Public 
opinion has been formed to conform to the 
interests of “king capital” and the ruling class 
has moulded it and driven it in a channel for 
self-aggrandizement. It has made wealth and 
wealth-getting the chief objects of life, and 
interests on money or greater moment than 
interests of humanity. Schools and corpora- 
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tions are formed for the interests. of capital; 
and newspapers are devoted to its accumula- 
tion. The young are taught in books as a 
specialty to compute interest for the capitalist 
to know how much he shall owe forthe privilege 
of living and working for his own subsistence, 
and the poorer he is the greater proportionate 
tax is imposed on him. He computes his life 
in dollars, and those dollars are taxed to sup- 
port the banks and bonds of the oppressors of 
the poor. Hecan estimate how much of life 
is thrown away in worse than worthless toil in 
support of the selfish few. There is a compli- 
cated system of interest taught in our schools 
as an essential part of education. How many 
have been financially ruined by it? How many 
once happy homes have been brought to 
penury? How many cries of distress have 
not reached the outside world, and how many 
secret tears of sorrow have traced the withered 
cheeks of age? The miseries it has brought 
into the world is beyond computation. There 
is a complicated system of laws enacted to dis- 
tress the world, and great frauds-practiced in 
high and in low places arising from such sys- 
tem. 
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- Plain principles of life are mystified, and the 
unsuspecting people are bewildered and led 
away by the tanglements of sophistry, by self- 
ish and designing politicians. It is particularly 
so in regard to finance, wealth, proceeds, re- 
sults of labor—while money should be a me- © 
dium of exchange of equal value created by 
the government and controlled by the people 
to distribute all the good things of earth, 
sustain life, health and happiness of the many, 
and to produce an equality of privileges in 
partaking of the abundant blessings that nat- 
ure has so lavishly provided; but it has been 
so preverted as to render the lives of millions 
miserable. 

There are also complicated systems of the- 
ology that retard the growth of the spiritual 
nature of man. Plain truths are unheeded, 
vague and meaningless theories substituted and 
sustained by the power of popes and priests, 
who claim to be mediators from God to man, 
while they are nothing but common men set 
up by priest-ridden subjects like wooden idols 
set up by superstitious pagans. They put 
false and mysterious meanings to facts and 
truths in nature, as did the ancients in thunder, 
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and modern savages in an eclipse. Such false 
teachings can but enslave the mind and add 
to the common miseries of the world. 

May truth penetrate the dark recesses of 
superstition and error. 

May the coming crisis turn to the side of 
humanity, and form an epoch that we may 
look upon as we now look onthe dark ages 
before the christian era. May the light of 
truth shine upon earth, and guide the weary to 
a haven of rest. 
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WHAT IS. MONEY? 


ape creation of money is the result of civil- 
ization and intelligence, and is a medium of 
exchange of values; it is not necessarily wealth 
nor a representation of it, but rather an instru- 
ment to transfer property. Money means mo- 
tion and action, and those who accumulate it 
in large quantities and hoard it in vaults and 
banks stop motion, and consequently stop busi- 
ness; and when the industrial world ceases to 
move forward man becomes retrogressive, for 
nothing can remain at a dead stand-still. : 
No man has a moral right to drain the stream 
that turns the public mill and direct it to his 
own door for private use at the expense of the 
commonwealth; but men do these things, or 
rather force others to do it forthem; compelling 
the many, through insiduous laws of finance, to 
bring ruin upon themselves. Men who cause 
such ruin are worse than hogs, because when 
hogs get enough they stop hogging and give 
others a chance to eat; and men who permit 


such ruin are geese, and unless the streams are 
3 
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turned into their proper channels they must 
either learn to swim on dry land or roost where 
they are. Yes, money means motion, and ifit 
is not in motion it is not performing its legiti- 
mate use; and whilst the few hold the instru- 
ment of transfer, directing the motion of wealth © 
of the many in channels to suit themselves in 
their own conceit, the people, like beasts of 
burden, are sustaining a power that makes 
slaves of themselves. 

The many who make the wealth shan have 
the “tool of trade’, and a volume of represen- 
tation of transfer should exist and be increased, 
according to the constantly increasing diver- 
sity of production and wealth and population. 
Not only should our money be increased in 
volume, but changed in kind. It is absolutely 
necessary to the prosperity and happiness of 
the’ nation to change our system of finance. 
The people who create wealth have the only 
right to create money; and if the people are 
the government, it follows that the government 
only has the right to create money according 
to the demands of the people. 

It is unimportant what material is used for ~ 
money, except that which is inconvenient to 
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handle and scarce in quantity. Both of these 
objections may be offered to gold and silver, 
and the former objection to all metals. There 
is a limit to gold and silver, whilst there is no 
limit to the progress of civilization and the 
creation of wealth; and they cannot supply the 
fast increasing needs of the great world of prog- 
ress. Many of the metals have a greater in- 
trinsic value than gold and silver, but the law 
adds a legal value to gold and silver as it does 
to paper currency. Gold and silver have a 
real value in the manufacturing worlds of arts, 
and there it should remain. As for materials 
for exchange of values they are inadequate, 
for reasons in-part given. 

The scarcer the material and the harder it 
is to get, so much the worse it makes it asa 
material for money. What amount of labor 
has been expended for gold and silver as a 
matertal for money. Ifa man wishes to build 
_a ship, must he go to a far distant island for 
the material, and expend more wealth of labor 
in procuring it than would build three ships 
with a material that is safer and better, right 
at hand, that costs comparatively nothing? 
Look at our own State of California and the 
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labor expended in procuring only the materzal 
formoney! There has been labor enough done 
in digging for gold and silver to make the whole 
State a garden of choice beauty, and give every 
individual in the State a home surrounded with 
all the comforts of life. Look atitnow! Our 
once crystal streams now filled with sediment, 
thick and muddy, coursing out of their natural 
beds, casting debris upon some of the most 
fertile portions of its valleys, forming pools 
and ponds of stagnant water creating local 
causes of diseases; and the poor miner, alas! 
what can we say of him? Weary, worn, dis- 
couraged and poor, he still delves into the dark 
earth for material; his labor is worse than 
thrown away in digging and defacing the nat- 
ural beauties of our mountains, and obstructing 
our rivers with rocks, gravel, sand and mud, 
digging dangerous pitfalls, and building shanty 
towns on side-hills in the most confused man- 
ner, and in the most ridiculous places; depriv- 
ing themselves of the many enjoyments that 
the same labor would give them in building 
up homes and enriching themselves with in- 
trinsic wealth; but the law says that gold and 
silver must be the material to put the govern- 
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ment stamp value upon, and we have got to 
have it, or else the world will have no money, 
and the people will starve to death. 

The use of gold and silver as media of ex- 
change of value is a relic of barbarism. Civ- 
ilized man has outgrown the use of stone 
hatchets, and most of them even wooden 
plows; but whisky and hard money are hard 
to give up. But the intelligent majority in the 
present decade demand a new system of money; 
the old one has done its work, and (some very 
hard work too) can be cast aside and a new 
and better one instituted that will reach the 
wants and needs of the people; and in the turn 
of the crisis, the new system will be installed 
to the satisfaction of the justly disposed ma- 
jority, and the United States bankers and 
bondholders must succumb to the new order 
of things. The capitalists understand the ad- 
vantages they have over the industries and 
wealth of the people, and they insist upon a 
“specie basis” because it makes money dearer — 
and property cheaper. The scarcer money is 
the more property it will buy, the more labor 
it will control, and the more people it will en- 
slave. This the capitalists know very well, and 
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everybody knows it, or ought to, for many have 
felt the truth of it in mortgaged farms and fail- 
ures in business. . 

If money increases in value as productions 
increase, nothing is gained for the producer; 
but if money remains the same in value, the 
producer can measure his increase of wealth 
he has created and realize a profit. If the in- 
strument of transfer is denied him, how can he 
buy or sell? he can only barter. Under the 
present monetary system civilization will break 
down in the long run, and not very long either. 

It is not for the want of knowledge that our 
representatives make unjust laws, but rather for 
a want of honesty and a feeling of universal 
justice. A bad law does not reflect upon the 
honesty of a nation, but isa commentary upon 
the carelessness and ignorance of the people. 
The few are more easily made dishonest than 
the many. The average politician and office- 
seeker has not the average honesty of the 
- people, but more than an average of assurance 
and bombast; he impudently crowds himself 
to the front without even the virtue of mod- 
esty, and the speeches he makes is no indica- 
tion of his fitness for office; his selfishness is 
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his motive power of action, and he is virtually 
a beggar, begging for that which he does not 
need, and that which the people would be 
transcendantly foolish in giving. He is like 
the patent-medicine man who has a cure%all, 
and bellows at the top of his voice proclaim- 
ing its medicinal virtues as a preventive, a cure 
for all the known diseases in the world, and 
some that are not known, and even setting 
dislocated joints and readjusting fractured 
bones, and does so many wonders that cannot 
here be mentioned, except the real one; that 
is, it fools the people, and they have to pay 
for it. 

The people did not make our monetary 
laws as they now exist, they were made by 
politicians for their own interests at the ex- 
pense of the rights of the people. The people 
do not complain of the financial talent of our 
government officials, but rather, the way in 
which they use it. No extraordinary amount 
of financial talent is required to administer to 
the people honestly, but a great deal is re- 
quired to discover the schemes and tricks of 
those who administer dishonestly. 

It is obvious to the observing that money is 
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something that it should not be made so by 
dishonesty; and it can be made something 
that it should be made so by honesty. A bad 
law is not so bad as the law-maker; the for- 
mer can be abolished by the people, but the 
latter will keep making them. Neither is a 
law so bad, made bad through ignorance, as 
when made so by intention, for there is hope 
of ignorance, and despair of villainy; the for- 
mer can be cured, the latter can only be de- 
stroyed. 

Great honesty is more requisite than great 
talent in forming just laws to promote pros- 
perity and happiness of the people. It is 
harder to solve mathematical puzzles than 
straightforward problems. Have not these 
politicians made financial puzzles to hoodwink 
the people, or is all this crookedness and mys- 
tification the result of stupidity? We could 
bear our burdens with greater cheerfulness and 
hope if they were caused by mistakes, and not. 
by intention. But the politicians cannot plead 
ignorance, for in that case they would be as 
likely to bring financial ruin upon themselves 
as upon the people; they are always gainers 
of what the people lose, but the money puz- 
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zle will be all worked out, and an unchangea- 
able value to currency will be given by the 
general government only as money of the 
people to be used in every transaction of busi- 
ness in the government. Money should keep 
pace with wealth, and should be controlled by 
wealth, and not wealth by money. It is only 
a contingency placed upon wealth by the gov- 
ernment as a law of transfer, and the law 
specifies the kind of material to be used, but 
not the quantity, a representation of any 
wealth. The quantity should be regulated by 
the demands of transferable productions. How 
nearly has our government conformed to these 
conditions, the producing classes can attest. 
The instrument of transfer called money, 
which the government alone should create for 
the general distribution of wealth, has been 
captured by non-producers, who waylay the 
thoroughfares of industry, like robbers upon 
the highway, and the money so taken from 
the people is not returned to them only through 
the ordeal of so much labor that life is a bur- 
den, and improvement in moral and _intel- 
lectual growth an impossibility. Those who 
produce nothing, and can produce, should re- 
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ceive the reward of their labor; and those 
who produce mischief, misconception, and 
misery, wel receive the fruits of their labor. 
It might be an easy matter to fix up laws that 
would give the world universal justice, but it 
would be a very difficult matter to fix up the 
world to administer them. Laws should not 
be made too far in advance of the people, and 
more for what they are than for what they 
should be, for in the latter condition they 
would need no laws made by men. The mon- 
etary system will become more simple as the 
world progresses in morality and intellectu- 
ality. Those who would enforce unjust laws 
of men, without an effort to repeal them, 
would overstep the bounds of just laws with- 
out conscience. 3 

Union and co-operation of the whole people 
must have a common center, and their inter- 
ests identical, as they all have one common 
destiny. The burdens they have to bear under 
the present financial laws are getting so top- 
heavy that they are liable to upset, and those 
who are on the highest seats will get the 
ereatest falls. There is too much climbing up 
through the medium of money to high posi- 
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tions, regardless of their lowness in morals. 
This is a false ladder that takes them up where 
they can see nothing to their own advantage, 
and as they must descend sooner or later from 
their false position, the steps of the ladder dis- 
appear and they must fall. Money must have 
some relation to merit,—no real wealth can be 
acquired only by merit, except through the 
medium of our false system of money bearing 
upon land and labor, the source of all intrinsic 
wealth. 

By what magic power does wealth get into 
the possession of non-producers, drones, those 
who have no visible means of living except 
upon the productive labor of others, if it is not 
through an unjust system of money. The 
money that circulates among the governing 
classes is only a bartering for the slave worker, 
and used as a goad to drive the toiling mill- 
ions to create wealth for the few. The laws 
create the measure of values—money; the pro- . 
ducer creates values—wealth; those who have 
the measure have no moral right to the wealth 
without a showing of production, nor have 
they a right to measure our wealth with their 
measure, cutting it down to a mere pittance. 
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Our monetary system must be built upon 
the merit of production, and those who create 
the most wealth should be entitled to a pre- 
mium and merit protected—it is the stay of 
civilization. The laws must be so adjusted as 
to give alla chance to create wealth, and laws 
governing land, as they now exist, must be 
abolished. The government, as a separate in- 
stitution, has no right to sell the land, and if 
the government and the people are identical, 
then the land already belongs to the people, 
but the government should make laws to dis- 
tribute land in such quantities as would give 
homes to the many, and give all an equal 
chance to labor and create wealth and enjoy 
its results. If such distribution of land was 
made, and a system of premiums established 
by the general government on homes and pro- 
ductions, the earth would be made more beau- 
tiful, and the people more happy, by a general 
diffusion of wealth which may be created in 
greater quantities by a proper encouragement 
of the general government. 

Patent rights issued by the government to 
individuals for inventions have an unjust bear- 
ing upon the commonwealth. Such inventions 
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should be purchased of the inventor by the 
government, and a free right extended to the 
whole people. The present system of unequal 
and unjust laws must undergo a great change 
under the all-pervading law of rewards and 
punishments. 

It may be easily understood what money is, 
but the great problem to be solved is to de-. 
termine what money should be. Money, as it 
is, is the creation of law in its insiduous bear- 
ings upon wealth and labor, and its speculative 
power is due to two things: 1. The nature of 
money; 2. The nature of those who use it. 
The law can change the nature of the former, 
whilst it can only control the nature of the 
latter, and both must be done before justice 
can be administered to the great mass of peo- 
ple. To prevent speculation by law is not an 
impossibility, but a necessity of the age, and 
change in the nature of money is a need for 
the furtherance of the intelligence and happi- 
ness of the people. A deceptive application 
of our financial, and an imperfection in the 
laws themselves have created many wrongs in 
the political and social world that have cul- 
minated, and are set up before the great world 
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of thought, that will be dropped out of exist- 
ence in the onward and uprats march of the 
millions, | 

Are the people prepared to take a bee for- 
ward and be more happy? What powers are 
there to sustain them in so doing? Love, 
knowledge, and justice are these powers; 
these are the elements of success; these are 
the powers that hold society together in its 
progressive movements; these are the basis of 
happiness, and these powers of the people will 
be tested in the coming crisis. Money has 
written its own history, who will read it? 
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, 1% this great world of life, thought, and ac- 
tion, there are very few things settled to the 
entire satisfaction of the human race. There 
is a vast agitation of thought constantly going 
on in the minds of the most enlightened na- 
tions of our day. New theories arise and old 
ones are cast away. New books and news- 
papers appear daily that conflict one with an- 
other in important things that bear upon the 
welfare, security, and happiness of the nation. 
Clergymen and teachers of religion wrangle 
and dispute about the narrow path, all claim- 
ing to be guides to a glorified and eternal life 
beyond the grave. On the field of battle 
prayers are offered by opposing forces to the 
same Almighty to grant a victory of arms one 
over the other. Great statesmen advocate 
theories of finance and political economy, one 
opposed to another. Political squabbles for 
wealth and position keep up a continuous war- 
fare of words, sifting the actions and motives 
of each with the most severe and unsparing 
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criticism,—all seem to be ina state of agita- 
tion, confusion, and contradiction. Yet all 
this combined forms a force to give capacity 
to the understanding. It is simply a process 
of development of the human mind, each and 
all conspire as factors to civilization and en- 
lightenment. One of these agencies of the 
most active kind is a desire for wealth. This 
being only the action of the law of self preser- 
vation, with a hope to better the conditions of 
life. 

Wealth, to a great extent, is power, and it 
-is natural for man to desire power, and influ- 
ence his fellow-man, and conform him to his 
opinions, thinking he is right and perhaps all 
others wrong. The power of wealth is often 
used for selfish ends. It is often used to carry 
out plans that are not beneficial to the com- 
*monwealth. Those who acquire riches by 
production, and build up beautiful homes for 
themselves and families, are the real benefac- 
tors of the human race. But those who ac- 
quire great wealth by speculation, wrong the © 
whole community. They build up nothing 
and return nothing for their gains, while they 
create discord, suffering, and destitution. 
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The power of wealth is felt through the civ- 
ilized world either for good or evil. When we 
see the great moneyed powers regulating the 
price of labor, contracting the markets, setting 
a value upon another man’s life-time in dollars 
and cents by which he can scarcely support 
himself and family by continuous labor,—and 
when we see the monopoly of land, one 
man who may have no family and owning 
tens of thousands of acres, and his neighbors 
who may have large families not owning a 
single acre, we conclude there is something 
wrong in the state of affairs and the sooner it 
is made right the better for all concerned. 
When we see a great moneyed power wielded 
in such a way as to oppress the people, creat- 
ing sorrow and distress, should we quietly 
submit and make no effort to remove the evil ? 
We, free born Americans, brought into servi- 
tude by a comparative few who care not to 
look upon the poverty and distress they have 
made in the reckless hoarding of the people’s 
money. Yet the whole blame cannot be at- 
tached to the individual who has a /egal right 
to accumulate all the wealth he wishes, and 


yet, he is like the one who had the privilege 
4 


~ 
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of drinking himself drunk—he abused his free- 
dom. 

There is wealth enough in the world to 
make all comfortable and happy, but an equal 
distribution of such wealth would be an unjust 
and silly act. Those who by industry and 
economy have placed themselves above the 
cares of poverty, and by long years of toil and 
perseverance have made their homes rich and 
beautiful, now to divide with those whose idle 
hands and vicious habits have reduced them 
to the lowest grade of humanity, would be an 
injustice greater than human nature would 
bear. Yet they say the world owes them a 
living, but they do not reflect that they owe 
the world something, that they owe the com- 
munity and the government their best efforts 
to sustain them in peace and prosperity. _ But 
when we direct our attention to the great 
crowded cities, we see poverty and riches side 
by side. We see the many who cannot do 
better, and the few who can but will not do 
better. We see the down-trodden and the 


down-treader pursuing their different ways, one 


intent upon hoarding his thousands and mill- 
ions, the other intent upon procuring food for 
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his famishing children or clothing to cover 
their nakedness. When we see the millions 
who live in penury and wretchedness while 
there is an abundance of this world’s goods to 
supply all; when we see the anxious cares of 
the poor widows and orphans, poorly clad, 
shivering in the cold, suffering, with pinched 
faces, wending their way at a late hour to their 
wretched homes; when we see men who work 
from ten to twelve hours of the twenty-four, 
treading with weary steps along the richly 
paved streets, passing splendid mansions and 
marble halls to their miserable abodes in gar- 
rets and cellars, with scarcely wages enough 
by which to feed their hungry children for a 
day, we almost feel that God has made a mis- 
take in creating so many unhappy beings. 
Improper administration, a wrong applica- 
tion of wealth, has very much to do in making 
up the miseries of the world. Where there is 
centralized power of riches, there we find 
slavery and degradation of the human race. 
It is the worst form of slavery that ever ex- 
isted on the face of the earth. The slaves of 
the cotton fields of the south had masters who 
cared for them, and would see that they had at 
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least enough to eat; but the poor, the destitute 
of large cities, have no masters to care for 
them, but must seek their livelihood as best 
they can under the most trying circumstances. 
Where there is oppressive power of wealth 
there is poverty, where there is poverty there 
is ignorance, where there is ignorance there is 
crime, and such a state of things will remain 
so long as they are compelled to use all their 
efforts and energies to keep themselves from 
starving to death. 

This centralized power of wealth is felt more 
or less by the great mass of people. In cities 
of the United States its power is becoming 
more and more apparent. Capitalists and 
hirelings, masters and slaves, poverty and 
riches, become more and more defined as the 
centralized power of wealth becomes greater. 
‘What can be done? Are there no remedies 
for so great an evil? Remedies are suggested 
by hundreds and thousands, but none as yet 
are applied seemingly with effect. The cen- 
tralized power is too great to be shaken by 
ordinary means—revolution should be the last 
resort for a nation to become free. The ballot 
is more powerful for good than the bullet, if 
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intelligently used, and the pen more potent 
than the sword. Yet whena people become 
oppressed, and their rights trampled in the 
dust, revolutions come unbidden. 

Free schools have been established through- 
out the length and breadth of the land for the 
benefit of all classes. The children of the rich 
and the poor stand side by side in the same 
class and receive the same instructions, acquire 
the same virtues, and aspire to the same end. 
What a beautiful system is this? what a noble, 
“just, and generous application of wealth we 
have here—an honor to the people, a glory to 
the nation; but right here the equality of priv- 
ileges of the rich and the poor ceases. The 
sons and daughters of the poor, through 
knowledge, have tasted the sweets of liberty. 
They are now capacitated for higher social 
and intellectual-enjoyments. They would be 
ornaments of society. They view the beauti- 
ful surroundings of the rich. At a distance 
they view the grandeur and magnificence of 
wealth, and the long coveted prizes they can 
never reach. Their natures by education have 
become more sensitive, their financial circum- 
stances more embarrassing, and their social 
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position sources of suffering by the caste and 
distinction wealth has made. In order that 
their acquirements and virtues may have an 
influence in society, it must be done effectually 
through power of wealth. Without the forti- 
fication of riches, whatever they may say, how- 
ever good and true, has but little weight. 


_ Therefore, to make themselves heard the world 


must know they are rich; they seldom become 
so, but, suffering, sik into obscurity and 
“waste their sweetness on the desert air.” 

Such is a part of the arbitrary and oppres- 
sive power of wealth in educational matters. 
Now is there not too much importance at- 
tached to riches? Is there not too much 
weight given‘to the rich? Yet people will 
humble themselves before a power that makes 
them slaves. Are there no remedies for the 
evil? Educate the people, say some, but this 
only sharpens their sense of pain while it does 
not remove the evil. : 

It is the duty of our law-makers to make 
laws for the benefit of the whole people; to 
protect and sustain them with equal rights and 
privileges; yet this great monopolizing and 
oppressive power that causes so much servi- 
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tude and sorrow is left without being legislated 
upon at all. They could, if they would, pre- 
vent the centralized power of wealth in the 
hands of the few, and thus avoid a great-evil, 
and protect the millions who make the wealth 
of the world and give their confidence to the 
men who represent them, but they often be- 
tray that confidence and use their wealth for 
self aggrandizement, and make servants of the 
sovereign people whom they should serve. But 
this state of affairs is greatly the fault of the 
sovereign people. They insist upon electing 
rich and aristocratic men to make our laws. 
These men’s nests are well feathered and they 
do not care to make any change in finance so 
long as they are well enough themselves. 
How do they become so elected? not through 
the choice of the people uninfluenced by the 
power of their wealth. Their flattering tongues 
and promises to do the people good and serve 
them faithfully, their condescension and hu- 
mility for the time being wins a temporary 
confidence, and their money does the rest. 
The question is not asked, is he honest? is he 
capable? but he is sailed into office under false 
colors, and the poor man, though ever so hon- 
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est and ever so capable, stands but a poor 
chance beside him. 

So much homage is paid to riches that it 
has power to demoralize, power to enslave, 
power to crush the civilized nations of the 
earth. It is suggested that knowledge is power, 
but it is a dangerous power without benevo- 
lence—without wisdom. It is affirmed that 
education is a true source by which to relieve 
us from our burdens of life and enable us to 
enjoy to a greater degree the beautiful world 
we live in. So it is, provided it is based upon 
truths and principles that most directly bear 
upon our welfare through life. But there is 
such a thing as false education. We do not 
wish to be educated to worship a wooden 
image nor the golden calf. We do not wish 
to be educated to believe that the world is 
flat and rests upon a turtle’s back, and that 
the moon is made of green cheese. Yet we 
are educated to do things and believe things 
as ridiculous as these. We are educated to 
believe that great happiness is bound up in 
great wealth. We are educated to believe that 
a man is very successful in life when he ac- 
cumulates great riches. We are educated to 
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believe that a lady with a pinched and de- 
formed waist looks more beautiful than she 
who has a natural shape; and she who is be- 
decked with diamonds and the most costly 
apparel to be looked upon with greater consid- 
eration and even respect, than she who is in sim- 
ple, useful, beautiful garb and natural shape. 
Our education in regard to the uses of wealth 
in many respects is inconsistent with a civilized 
and enlightened people. We are educated to 
believe that capital and labor have equal and 
just relations. We are educated to believe 
that capital is necessary in order that the poor 
may have employment. One man may own 
one hundred thousand acres of land and em- 
ploy six hundred tenants, giving each about 
one hundred and sixty-six acres to till, but 
they must give the owner of the land one half 
of all it produces for the use of it. At the end 
of the year the land-owner alone gets as much 
as the six hundred men for his share; not only 
that, but the six hundred men may have fami- 
lies, and all they get barely supports them, 
while the landholder gets all the profits, and 
the poor tenants still remain poor. 

This is the principle upon which capital and 
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labor exist; it is modified in different branches 
of industry, but the principle is the same in 
all. 

It is our privilege as a free people to put 
down all oppressive powers that affect the 
welfare and happiness of the commonwealth. 
To prevent the centralization of the power of 
wealth by legislative enactments might be a 
wise step. To create a greater equality of 
wealth, the people must be educated to receive 
it. They must know the causes of their 
unhappiness before they can remove them. 
Riches, like knowledge, to produce happy re- 
sults must be guided by wisdom. We must 
learn to put a discount on those who pride 
themselves on great riches. We must give 
them to understand that there is no honor in 
it, and that it is discreditable to true manhood, 
and when it is shorn of its captivating power 
men will seek other sources for distinction and 
honor. : 

‘Among the savage tribes of North America 
the Indian is taught that the taking of scalps 
is an honor, the more he takes the more honor 
he gets when he becomes “big injun.” He 
can be taught that the taking of a great many 
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scalps does not constitute greatness and glory 
only through the process of civilization and 
enlightenment. The man who amasses great 
riches, surrounds himself with glitter and 
pomp (we don’t know how many scalps he 
has taken, or how many poor he has op- 
pressed, at any rate), considers himself “big 
injun.” He will only find through a higher 
expression of enlightenment that his greatness 
and glory have passed away. He has used 
but a means for the end. 

That the ministration of wealth and industry 
have been misapplied in early ages of the hu- 
man race is clearly shown. The Egyptian 
pyramids is but an instance; but as man has 
progressed by intelligence, knowledge, and 
wisdom, a more useful application has been 
made to the benefit of the commonwealth. In 
the days of feudalism and anarchy when the 
masses were less enlightened, when the rulers 
were more selfish, tyrannical, and unjust, when 
the distinction of classes was law, when the 
toiling millions made wealth for the privileged 
few only, untold sufferings from poverty, slav- 
ery, and oppression were endured by the peo- 
ple; then there was cause for revolution—it 
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came—peaceful homes were built upon the 
ashes of ruined cities; for awhile they pros- 
pered; the arts and sciences were cultivated; 
there was peace and plenty in the land; again 
wealth accumulated; it again became central- 
ized; distinctions of classes were felt; pomp 
and poverty stood side by side; master and 
slave, ignorance and crime, oppression and 
misery was the result of all this. 

The world in that age was in a painful stage 
of development. Yet the present age is far 
from being free from sorrow, sin, and oppres- 
sion. The causes for all this are many, as 
ignorance, selfishness, vanity, etc. Through 
ignorance we fail to know our true interests. 
Through selfishness we fail to realize the needs 
of others, and trample upon their rights. 
Through vanity and pride we misapply the use 
of riches. It is a fact that wealth and political 
power go hand in hand—government and 
riches are so interwoven that it is difficult to 
distinguish the line of demarcation, in fact, it 
is about the same thing. Where there is gov- 
ernment there is a power of wealth, and where 
there is a power of wealth there is government. 
This will remain so long as we hold a false 
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conception of the use of riches. It will be 
held as a power mightier than the power of 
the commonwealth, mightier than the people 
with all their boasted liberty, and yet mightier 
than knowledge. 

Let it be remembered that wisdom and 
riches have no connection one with another, 
that virtue, truth, and justice have no relation 
with riches; knowledge and riches are not 
intimately connected. Yet knowledge, justice, 
wisdom, are the most essential powers by 
which a government should be sustained. 
Yet all these are made subordinate to one 
quality, one substance, one power, one word— 
gold. When people build up large heaps of 
gold, they do not build up large amounts of 
wisdom, virtue, knowledge to correspond. In 
fact, these qualities are found ina higher de- 
gree among the producing class. The workers 
build up, but the rich control. The workers 
invent, the rich monopolize. The workers 
make discoveries in the arts and sciences for 
the benefit of the whole human race, while the 
power of riches applies its benefits only toa 
comparative few,—knowledge is divested of 
much of its power, intelligence is discounted, 
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virtue is trampled under foot by a supremacy 
of the power of riches. 

The working men have developed throuen 
toil and experience a practicable knowledge of 
things that no theory could develop. They 
have worked out problems in life of the most 
difficult nature. They have developed the arts 

and sciences by their energy and skill. They 
- have brought chaos and confusion into order 
and stability. They have formed a govern- 
ment based upon principles of justice and 
equal rights. They have supported the gov- 
ernment with patriotism. They have made all 
the wealth of the nation, but they are a free 
people only in theory. The working men 
have been so much employed in the production 
of wealth that they have not made a proper 
application of it. There is another class. of 
men who had rather see others produce wealth 
than make it themselves. Their business is to 
study up plans in order to get it from the pro- 
ducer. These are the parasites that grow with 
great vigor upon the branches of the tree of 
liberty, and draw from its generous sap their 
sustenance, while the tree performs all the 
functions of its organized substance, yet lives 
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feebly, and unless the parasites are removed 
the tree will die. These men make the study 
of finance a specialty, and this is the only 
thing they are industrious in; they use all 
their knowledge, skill, and energy to discover 
where they may creep in like a thief, and cap- 
ture the products of industry, and appropriate 
it to promote their selfish ends. Their sharp- 
ness and knowledge are greater than their in- 
telligence. They have sharpened themselves 
in this particular kind of knowledge instead of 
developing the whole mind into a generous 
manhood. If they belong to a church, they 
are narrow and bigoted in their religious views; 
if they do not, they still look upon the work- 
ing class as a master looks~upon his slaves. 
They have power without generosity, knowl- 
edge without wisdom. These remarks do not 
apply to those who by industry build up beau- 
tiful homes and enrich themselves by what 
they produce, for these are the true benefac- 
tors. 

All working men should build up beautiful 
homes and make them rich, for the industrious 
producer is entitled to wealth. All working 
men should be educated up to a standard so 
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they can take care of the wealth they produce, 
and be a blessing to the world. Those who 
do not realize the uses of wealth do not realize 
the uses of knowledge. 

Workers, build up homes, make them beau- 
tiful, make them rich, make them happy, 
make your time your own; do not sell your- 
selves to the rich; become independent; let 
good, honest, capable men represent your in- 
terests though they be poor; use your influ- 
ence against centralized power of wealth; - 
educate yourselves in all directions; be indus- 
trious in mental as well as physical things; 
cultivate the arts and sciences and all the noble 
impulses of your nature,—there is peace in it, 
—there is prosperity in it,—there is glorious 
manhood in it,—there is joy in it now and 
forever. 7 
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WHAT SHALL WE CHOOSE TO BE FREE? 


aes question implies liberty to choose, 

free to take, to do, to use that which in 
our choice may seem best to promote our hap- 
piness. In making choices in that'which would 
result in good to ourselves, we must know the 
nature of the things we choose, otherwise we 
would still be in a state of bondage. 

Freedom has a deeper meaning than liberty, 
immunity; they have comparative meanings. 
A person may be at liberty to walk within the 
walls of his prison while he is far from being 
in a state of freedom. Free schools, free 
churches, free governments, free-born Ameri- 
cans rocked in the cradle of liberty, bowing to 
their goddess who proudly waves the emblem 
of freedom over the land, are far from being in 
a state of freedom; yet the principles upon 
which our government is based are safer and 
better than those of any other government in 
the world. Nevertheless, slavery does exist. 


in its most disgusting and horrid forms; not 
5 
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only because these principles of government 
are not truly recognized and properly applied; 
but there is a more potent power that enslaves 
the most free and progressive people in the 
world, and it is done through a liberty of 
choice. Enslaved by drink, enslaved by gold, 
enslaved by passion. 

What shall we choose, to be free? Our 
forefathers, when oppressed by unjust and 
tyrannical laws chose to fight for their freedom | 
with so much perseverance and patriotism in 
the long struggle of the revolution that gained 
it and gave birth to new principles of govern- 
ment anda new nation. Yet the American 
people are not free. It is true that there is an 
enemy of the most formidable proportions 
lurking in every community, every society and 
at every man’s door. Shall we be slaves or 
shall we be free? Is there nota spirit of lib- 
erty implanted in the heart of every true 
American so deep, that rather than submit to, 
and be bound in slavery, would indignantly 
strike the oppressor and even sacrifice life 
rather than freedom. This’is only from a 
political stand-point, and there is yet a deeper 
‘meaning to freedom that more directly affects 
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the dignity, independence and happiness of 
individuals and nations than that which aroused 
such a spirit of patriotism in the bosom of our 
forefathers. To arouse.the spirit of freedom in 
every American heart we must know the ene- 
my that would chain us in bondage. We 
hear him in legislative halls, in the court-room, 
in the pulpit; we hear him in drunken revelries 
by night—his name is perversion; we see him 
in heaps of gold, in money vaults, in vanity, 
pride, selfishness, passion; we smell him in 
whisky barrels, and we taste him in the glass. 
His name is Legion. 

No one is free who is bound down in chains 
of superstition and ignorance. No one is free 
who is ruled by passion, or oppressed by the 
power of money and unjust laws. No tippler 
is free who gets toppled into the ditch. 

The result of slavery is misery and degrada- 
tion; and of freedom, prosperity and happi- 
ness. Every true hearted American isa lover of 
freedom. The foundation of political liberty 
was laid by our forefathers at a great sacrifice, 
and it is but just that their posterity should 
build upon that foundation, so bravely begun, 
a structure more complete, and extend freedom 
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in its deeper meaning to every individual. We 
need no common or murderous weapons of © 
warfare, nor armies drawn up in battle array 
to accomplish this, but armies of thinkers and 
teachers who will lead, through the manifesta- 
tions of knowledge, love and kindness, the 
blind, the preverted, the selfish, to a complete. 
and glorious victory. As the great world is 
made of small things, and centuries of time 
made up of minutes; so the joys and pleasures 
of life are made up of little things and a pre- 
verted use of these soon assume colossal pro- 
portions. 
Children, who are soon to be women and 
men, will hold the destiny of nations in their 
own hands. Home and fireside teachings are 
matters of the utmost importance. Here the 
first strong and lasting impressions for good 
are’ made, here the seeds of truth are sown 
that develop into a glorious manhood, and 
here by ignorant and misguided parents a 
foundation for a poor, criminal, and wretched, 
life may be laid. Parents and guardians have 
ways differing in the treatment and education 
of children which do not always result entirely 
to their satisfaction. Children require free- 
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dom of thought and action. Tyranny often 
commences at the cradle, and is carried into 
manhood, into society, where its evil effects 
may be felt to-day. Children are punished 
too much, and governed too much. Parents 
are too apt to forget that they were children 
once, and they demand of them too much. 
That which is practiced upon children by 
parents, children will practice upon each other. 
A severe and exacting parent, who watches 
and punishes his children for every deviation 
of strict rules of discipline, is more apt to be- 
come ungenerous, narrow-minded, and tyran- 
nical in after life than those who have greater 
liberties and a more generous treatment. A 
mother makes scolds of her daughters who is 
a confirmed scold herself. Parents who whip 
their children, teach them to fight and whip 
each other. The one popular idea, “ spare the 
rod and spoil the child,” should be rendered, 
spare the rod and spare the child. 
Experienced teachers of our common schools 
can soon determine that portion of their pupils 
who have been. trained under the former rule, 
by their perverseness and quick temper, which 
has been cultivated by the rod. It is not in 
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human nature to be driven, even in a child. 
The spirit of liberty is a part of human nature, 
especially in “ Young America;” but he can 
be led by gentleness, kindness, and love, to do 
a thousand times better and a thousand times 
more (and be happy in it, too), than by any 
coercive means. Children should be directed, 
not governed; they need all their buoyancy 
and playfulness of spirit unoppressed, to de- 
velop their mental and physical natures, and 
all their little wants supplied, which are but 
few and natural. They hunger for love, and 
when supplied, they are made good; in a 
word, makes them happy, and those who 
are happy are good. The little ones who are 
punished are far better than those who govern, 
command, and punish them, because they are 
free, and in their freedom they are happy. 
Would that that freedom could be extended 
through life. How often we look back to our 
childhood years with fond regret, before the 
dark clouds of sorrow had risen in our horizon 
of peaceful summer days; before pride, pas- 
sion, and avarice had rule; before perversion 
had made us slaves. Now, in our grief and 
oppression, we exclaim, “O would I were a 
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boy again.” O, would we were more like 
children in innocence and freedom; in this 
respect they are worthy of imitation. 

As man emerges from childhood with in- 
creased powers of knowledge and capacity; 
his increased freedom and happiness would be 
proportionate, provided there were no perver- 
sions of those powers by which he is enslaved. 
Capacity determines the degree of happiness, 
but when perverted, determines the degree of 
misery., The degree of oppression and slavery 
in the world is due to the degree of perverted 
power, and this oppressive power is supported, 
nourished, and fed by hundreds of thousands 
of free men of America. They pursue it with 
an industry and perseverance that is worthy of 
a good cause; they erect thousands of costly 
buildings in its support; they cultivate hun- 
dreds of thousands of acres of the most fertile 
soil of the United States to produce it, anda 
large body of men to administer it to all who 
will accept to be oppressed and enslaved. We 
see the oppressor in many forms. It is nursed 
in childhood and rocked in the cradle; it is 
taught in our institutions of learning; it is 
proclaimed from the pulpit, and seen in the 
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Pope and robed priest, who would have us 
conform and bow to their behests in supersti- 
tious dread, and teach us to be slaves. We 
see it in crowned heads and titles of nobility, 
who, from mere title, would trample upon our 
liberties that they may sustain the presumpt- 
uous and false position of master. In our 
country we see it in arrogance, vanity, and 
fashion, titles of honor and political humbug; 
in demands and commands of purse-proud 
aristocracy, in monopolizing lands and rail- 
roads, and in money schemes of government 
officials, who conspire to create a form of 
slavery, poverty, and ignorance. The power 
of money permeates and oppresses every 
branch of industry throughout the land. 

The young lady who may have intelligence 
and education, and all the grace and beauty 
that would satisfy the most ambitious, yet 
poor in purse, becomes enslaved by fashion, 
and in procuring the most costly attire, brings 
financial ruin in her household; and those who 
watch the patterns of fashion and imitate the 
follies of the rich, often go beyond their means, 
and bring poverty and distress in the world 
beyond calculation. It should become fash- 
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ionable to be unfashionable, when fashions do 
not keep within bounds of common sense. 
Poverty has its cares, trials, and needs, and is 
a form of slavery. Riches, also, have its re- 
sponsibilities, disappointments, and burdens to 
bear, and is often a hard master to serve. We 
are not free in poverty, we are not free in 
riches, nor are we free in any financial condi- 
tions, when we are ruled by passion, oppressed 
by creeds, and blinded by ignorance. It is not 
practicable or possible to choose much that 
would make us free, so long as our education 
leads to an artificial life and false conclusions. 
If we could choose that which would make us 
free, we would be free to choose that which 
would make us happy. Freedom is gained by 
a slow process. Man has emerged from a low 
to a higher existence, but it has taken ages of 
time, and each succeeding age has placed him 
a little higher, step by step, as experience 
taught him the better way to live. As his 
progress is more rapid in proportion as his in- 
telligence increases, he must have been nearly 
at a stand-still for many ages. We will vent- 
ure back to the ages of unwritten history, 
when he was in a state of semi-brutishness, 
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eating raw flesh and living as best he could, 
without fire or shelter, discovering, perhaps by 
accident, the uses of things, one after another, 
in slow succession, as his intelligence im- 
proved and his increasing wants might be 
supplied, until he arrived on the plane where 
history has found him. From this point we 
have written history to trace him from a state 
of savagism to semi-barbarism, from thence 
to civilization and enlightenment, where he 
now stands, and 1s still progressing toward a 
higher plane of existence, and a freedom with 
a deeper meaning than political and religious 
liberty. This is a condition that the most en- 
lightened nations of the earth will soon reach. 

Where political liberty has been won from 
the oppressor’s hand, by the courage, gal- 
lantry, and heroism of his subjects, will be the 
first to attain it. It is only a question of time 
when we shall be free, but there are many 
battles to be fought against superstition and 
ignorance, there are many changes to be made 
in political economy, the laws of finance must 
be better understood and more justly applied. 
We cannot be free when there is so much self- 
ishness, greed, and government; so much van- 
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ity, poverty, and ignorance, uncontrolled pas- 
sion and perversion of uses. We cannot be 
free when our law-makers are bribed and con- 
trolled by the power of money. We cannot 
be free when the laws of health are disregarded 
in building large cities on low, flat ground, 
especially in warm climates. Cities should be 
built on large spaces of ground, with a slope 
to the sea or a river, with plenty of living 
water passing through the drains, otherwise 
they are unhealthful to live in. If cities can- 
not be built on these conditions, they should 
not be built at all. No one can be free who is 
in bad health. Millions have been degraded 
and destroyed by an ignorance of the laws of 
health. Unnecessary evils create and support 
necessary ones. Doctors, do your duty. In- 
calculable ruin and misery has been brought 
into the world by an ignorance of the laws 
that govern chemical and mechanical forces, 
the falling of bridges, buildings, explosions, 
poisonous drugs taken for medicine, ship- — 
wrecks, etc. Miseries that are brought into 
the world through ignorance are appalling. _ 
We need an improvement in our system of 
education. Our common schools can be 
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greatly improved. We need a greater variety 
of schools, and more of them, We need 
schools ie every department of industry, and 
for everything that pertains to use within the 
scope of human understanding, and a greater 
domain over nature would be the result. 

When shall we be free? When ignorance 
and superstition shall give way to the light of 
reason. When passion shall be governed and 
selfishness no longer degrade. the human race. 
When monopoly and the centralized power of 
riches shall be scattered to the four winds, and 
equal rights of all established throughout the 
land. When all the perverted powers of man 
shall have been restored to their proper uses, and 
a true knowledge of the natural laws that govern 
him, he will have dominion over himself, do- 
minion over nature, and will stand upon that. 
great and glorious domain of freedom that is 
tobe. May we be free to investigate all things 
concerning our welfare, and be free to enjoy 
the many blessings in this beautiful world; 
and when we arrive at the “ Pearly Gate,” may 
we have a free ticket to pass into that brighter 
world of perfect freedom, where sorrow is un- 
known. 
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WANTS AND NEEDS OF SOCIETY. 


SEVERE are many things in this world that 

are beautiful, and some things that are not 
so beautiful, and yet some things are so ugly, 
even so horrible, we fail to express in words 
our loathing and disgust. We either fail to 
understand the uses of these things in the 
economy of nature, or else they have no use 
at all. It may be that wrong things must 
necessarily exist in order that there may be 
right things; that ugliness must exist, that 
there may be beauty; that pain must exist, 
that there may be pleasure; that the one must 
necessarily exist in contrast to support the 
other; that evil is a negative condition, and 
used as a material in building up good. What- 
ever way it may be, I am inclined to believe 
that there is a surplus of that material stored 
away in the political and social world. Ido 
not propose to speak of the good and evil in 
society, but rather its wants and needs. To 
want is one thing, to need is another thing. 
An office-seeker wants a fat office. A million- 
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aire wants to double and treble his money. 
Some men want to cheat and some dogs want 
to bite. 

If there are wants without needs, there are 
also needs without wants. One may need his 
neighbor’s horse, but does not want him with- 
out giving an equivalent. One needs to leave 
off bad habits, but does not always want to. 
One may need an education, but does not al- 
ways want it. One may need chastisement, 
but does not want it. Many people need to 
be aroused from apathy and ignorance, but do 
not want to be. We have no legitimate wants 
without needs, and no legitimate needs but 
that we should have wants. A child may 
want to pick up the bee that would sting it, 
while it needs to-know its nature. Society 
wants a great deal that it does not need, and 
needs a great deal that it does not want. We 
must know our needs that we may create our 
wants, and a gratification of such wants con- 
stitute the sum of all enjoyment. The wild 
and savage Indian, in his state of lethargy and 
darkness, imagines that, outside of his little 
world there is nothing more to see, nothing 
more to know, and nothing more to enjoy; 
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miserable as his condition is, he is satisfied 
with it. He wants no enlightenment, civiliza- 
tion, education, and no higher sense of justice; 
he will fight against them all, but needs every 
one of them. Great efforts have been made 
to civilize and enlighten many tribes, but they 
were incorrigible and the hand of the white 
man has swept them from the face of the 
earth. A few tribes, however, have been met 
with a fair degree of success. Civilization has 
been forced upon them until their eyes were 
opened to see more things, more pleasures and 
new happiness that they had never dreamed 
of in their savage state. There are nearly six 
thousand “ Iriquois,” descendants of the old Six 
Nations of Central New York, now at Forest- 
ville, Wisconsin, whose predecessors burned 
and ravaged up and down the Mohawk Valley 
during the Revolution. The United States 
Agent, in charge of this reservation, reports 
that they are advancing in intelligence, grow- 
ing in temperance, and making rapid progress 
toward a complete civilization. They begin 
to see their needs, and new and numerous 
wants are being multiplied. 

Society wants too much, yet wants too lit- 
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tle; and, in the pursuit of imaginary needs, real 
wants are often overlooked. The rich want 
more money, while they need more charity. 
The politician wants an office while the people 
do not need him, and wants to make laws to 
govern the people while he needs to be goy- 
erned himself. The capitalist wants to mo- 
nopolize wealth while he needs a higher sense 
of justice and benevolence to be extended to 
all. The “ Honorables” want honor, fame, 
influence, riches, while they need humility. 
The gay, fashionable world want to look beau- 
tiful while they need to be better. It is ob- 
vious that wants have often been mistaken for 
needs, and actual needs unknown to exist. 
From the leading powers of the world, to the 
obscure and down-trodden humanity, there are 
undiscovered needs beneath the dark surface 
of ignorance as there are precious gems hidden 
in the depths of the earth. There are many 
perverted wants that society has generated in 
its headlong eagerness in expectation of some- 
thing, somewhere, yet undefined, in the pursuit 
of happiness, covering the great world of needs 
it does not see, nor does not want. It is true 
that one part of the world lives upon the other, 
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and it is equally true that those who so live do 
not bear the responsibilities assigned to them 
by nature, and justice is not administered to 
all by the ministering powers of men. 

There once lived an old farmer in one of the 
Eastern States who had two sons, James and 
Jonathan. James, the eldest, was much supe- 
rior to Jonathan in physical strength, which he 
used on his brother in a tyrannical manner. 
Their father sent them one day with their din- 
ner to do some work ona distant part of the 
farm. When they had arrived on the ground 
where the work was to be done, James set 
Jonathan to work while he (James) sat in the 
shade. Jonathan did all the work ahd James 
ate all the dinner. The day being finished, 
and on their return home in the evening, James 
told Jonathan that he would give him a severe 
drubbing if he told his father that he had done 
all the work. Now Jonathan durst not tell 
through fear of a beating from James. The 
work was done and the dinner eaten, but not 
to the satisfaction of poor Jonathan. 

There is a great deal of work done, a great 
many dinners eaten, a great deal of sitting in 


the shade and promenading in costly attire, 
6 
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riding in splendid carriages, and there are 
many imposing churches built, and magnifi- 
cent mansions surrounded with cooling foun- 
tains, beautiful parks and ornamental groves, 
peopled by richly dressed ladies and gentle- 
men,and there are long and expensive railroads 
built with polished engines and palace cars, 
that does credit to the knowledge, perseverance 
and intelligence of the American people. The 
work has been done and dinners eaten, but not 
to the satisfaction of all. Alas, poor Jonathan. 
Society, with all its modern improvements, its 
boasted independence, benevolence, knowledge 
skill, its fashions, riches, and its beautiful 
homes, altogether make too many poor Jon- 
athans. The strong oppress the weak, whether 
it be the power of knowledge, the power of 
authority or the power of money; itis a tyran- 
nical power, and oppresses the worthy and 
punishes the unfortunate. 

The poor worker who stands at a distance 
and views the grand palaces and beautiful 
homes he has built, regretful of his poverty, yet 
proud of his skill, may well claim, “ They have 
indeed used my hands through the power of 
money to enrich themselves. I have neither 
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the power of money or the power of authority. 
Iam a tool for the oppressor, and a slave to 
the caprices of wealth in its misdirected wants.” 

The power of money needs to be a power to 
distribute the products of industry; the power 
of authority needs to be a power to extend 
universal justice; the power of knowledge 
needs to be a power to extend universal edu- 
cation; the perverted power of money creates 
poverty, suffering; the perverted power of 
knowledge creates crime, misery; the per- 
verted power of authority creates oppression, 
slavery. The rich siipport themselves pro- 
vided the poor Jonathans do all their work, 
and they sit in the shade and eat all their 
dinners. If the poor workers do not support 
themselves in the most approved style and re- 
finement, they at least support those who do, 

and are snubbed and slighted and trampled on 
because they do it. Alas, poor Jonathan. 
Perverted knowledge is found among those 
who doa great deal of “sharp practice’’—a 
knowledge of the ways and means to appro- 
priate the proceeds of industry to individual 
uses. They study finance and political econ- 
omy until they discover the wires to pull that 
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will respond to their perverted wants. To 
favor such practice, they have the power of 
money at their disposal, and the unsuspecting 
public do not see the true cause of financial 
failures and poverty that so much beset the 
world of industry. Many of our anxieties and 
cares are caused by the perverted wants of the 
so-called upper class of society in their greed 
and eager desire to double and treble their 
already too much riches, and yet those’ who 
govern us, those who tax us, and those who 
rob and cheat us, have the law in their own 
hands to wield as a power, and subject the 
millions to servitude, that they may live in 
riches and luxury. 

There are many poor men and women who 
are honest and industrious, and who have fami- 
lies that live upon the scanty pittance of in- 
cessant toil that scarcely supports life, whose 
hearts would rejoice in receiving a few dollars 
from the rich man’s pocket that he would 
never miss. Or if little of the millions spent 
in adorning churches and making laws to gov- 
ern the now too much governed, or millions 
spent in useless pomp and unjust wars, was 
extended to the worthy poor to assist them in 
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building up homes, and in educating the long- 
neglected, where genius lies buried and talent 
suppressed, their needs to some extent would 
be supplied. If a government wishes to be 
sustained and enriched by the people, then the 
people must be taken care of. It should look 
well to the needs of the poor and oppressed, 
and assist them to build up homes and de- 
velop the resources of the country, and if the 
system of taxation is required, it should aid 
every department of industry. But if it is sat- 
isfied with its talent and riches to walk high 
in the air with arrogance and pride, then its 
stilts will be knocked from under it, and there 
will bea crash that will startle the world. The 
administration of public funds in the various 
departments of government, only partially sup- 
ply the needs of the people. Not only be- 
cause money apportioned has been partial to 
certain departments, but government officials 
have in many instances applied it for selfish 
ends, to gratify perverted wants imposed upon 
them by false society. 

Indiscriminate charity will corrupt mankind 
without indiscriminate education, because those 
who do not see their needs will pervert the 
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uses of money, and in their ignorance and 
darkness bring down misery upon their own 
heads. The government, in apportioning 
money for the support of public schools, has 
- worked in the right so far as it goes, but the 
system of teaching is deficient in practice, 
which, however, will be worked out in time by 
the intelligence and experience of the teacher. 
The present system only educates the young in 
intellectual relish and discernment, while their 
moral natures are not at all improved—they 
are fitted to do more mischief than before. It 
is said that moral training should be received 
at home; so it should, or any where else 
where they can be benefited in knowing good 
from evil, besides they do not always get a 
moral training at home. They must get it 
somewhere. If not in public schools, then 
where? Government should administer largely 
to the support of schools of various kinds that 
society needs. Among them I will venture to 
- mention one—a school for parents. ~ 

“What, an old folks school,” says Uncle 
Dan, ‘ how ridiculous, stuff.” 

“Mercy on me,” says Aunt Jane, “how 
odd.” 
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However ridiculous, stuffy, or odd, it at may 
at first seem, it is a need in society. If our 
government is “of the people, for the people, 
by the people,” then should not the people 
show charity in educating the people in sus- 
taining good government. Parents should 
know how to manage and train children. 
There is much ignorance in regard to this 
matter,and great benefits would accrue from a 
better knowledge of the management of chil- 
dren. Schools of this kind should be sup- 
ported by the government, with all the endow- 
ments necessary to the acquisition of useful 
knowledge. A “hoodlum” and “tramp” 
would then be a curiosity. Every parent isa 
teacher of children, before as well as after their 
birth. It is generally believed that education 
should be acquired while young, if not then, 
it cannot be acquired at all. But it may be 
remembered that grown-up people—adults— 
are children of a larger growth, and are as 
susceptible of cultivation and improvement as 
youth, beside they have the advantage of ex- 
perience by which they can put to a practical 
use their newly acquired knowledge. This life 
-is a school of human experience and is often 
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a hard way to acquire a knowledge of the true 
road to happiness. The mistakes, errors, and 
downfalls, that so frequently occur can be 
avoided by a means to pursue a progressive 
education during life. | 

There is an effort made in that direction, by 
establishing public libraries, but they do not 
do it; the churches do not do it; the common 
schools do not do it; the colleges do not afford 
a progressive education. There should be such 
schools established, richly endowed and sup- 
ported by the general government. Let the 
rare talent that commands thousands of dol- 
lars fora single lecture, be employed to lecture 
free to all if there is so much knowledge in it. 
Why should it be monopolized and imparted 
only to the favored few? The road to knowl- 
edge should be made easy and accessible to 
all. Let government build fine lecture halls 
and spacious buildings for educational pur- 
poses and employ the best of talent free to all. 
Cannot the industries of the people support 
them as well as they now support the bankers 
and bondholders of millions in luxury and 
idleness and get nothing in return for it, but 
oppression and slavery. The downfallen, the - 
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mistaken, the suffering, could be made to see 
the light of true knowledge, and rejoice in 
the beautiful things of life they had not seen 
before. If the government is of the people, 
governed by the people, for the people, then 
the people would receive rewards of their in- 
dustry in lasting good. Every one would feel 
a satisfaction and honest pride in beholding 
the beautiful things wrought by his own skill 
in his own community, tangible as himself, 
enjoyed by himself, and a participator in the 
result of industry through the general govern- 
ment, vested in the people. In the newly dis- 
covered world of needs there is an unlimited 
field for explorations. 
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TRUE AND FALSE EDUCATION, 


O educate, in its most extensive sense, im- 
plies, to instruct, to train, to develop, to 
utilize allthe powers of the mind and body, 
and these forces should be applied to promote 
the happiness of man. This is designated as 
true education. True education should carry 
out that which nature has pointed to as essen- 
tial to the well-being and prosperity of the 
human race in utilizing and extending all the 
attributes of mind which tend to preserve peace, 
order and happiness. And all those forces 
which tend to create disorder, crime and mis- 
ery will be designated as false education. 
Every individual who has arrived at maturity 
is educated to some extent one way or another. 
Although one may not understand Latin, 
Greek, Hebrew, nor astronomy or common 
arithmetic, nor the first rudiments of spelling 
and reading, yet he is educated more or less 
by society, either for good or evil. Society is 
a great educator, but to what degree of true 
education, the great world shows us in our 
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daily intercourse with it. When wesee rapine, 
disorder and misery, we know there is some- - 
thing wrong in the state of society that has 
produced this state of things which is caused 
by false teachings, false impressions, growing 
out of the conditions of society. It is the de- 
sire of every one to be happy, but they labor © 
under wrong impressions, and go a wrong way 
about it. | 

It seems to be the design of nature for man 
to enjoy to the fullest extent all things he is 
constituted to reach in his surroundings, for 
every desire of the soul has a corresponding 
gratification, if legitimately used, but false edu- 
cation turns pleasure into pain and joy into 
erief, The thief, who with his knowledge and 
skill unlocks the money vault, is pursuing the 
sameé object as the one who, with honest in- 
dustry, is procuring the necessaries of life. 
The robber, who watches the road in the fast- 
nesses of the mountains, that he may waylay the 
weary traveler and get his money ; the pirate 
who overhauls the merchantman and robs her 
of her wealth, and sinks her and her crew into 
the depths of the ocean; the Christian who 
prays for salvation; the farmer who sows and 
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reaps; the tradesman who buys and sells; the 
‘laborer, the toiling millions, all are in pursuit 
of the same thing—happiness. 

When -there exists suffering, servitude and 
crime, there is false education. When cities 
are burned by opposing armies, widows and 
_ orphans left destitute and perish from hunger 
and cold, there is false education. When na- 
tions are convulsed by revolutions, countries 
laid waste, rapine, murder and theft through 
the land, there is false education. The thief, 
the robber, the pirate, knows not his interests, 
though he may understand navigation, astron- 
omy, geography, philosophy, and all the living 
and dead languages. He has knowledge and 
power, and endowed by nature with all that is © 
requisite to be a good and happy man, but he 
isa pirate,a robber, a murderer, and is misera-_ 
ble as all such men must necessarily be. 

Our schools impart knowledge, such as arith- 
metic, grammar, philosophy, languages, etc., 
cultivating memory, calculation and the per- 
ceptives. This gives good memory, quick | 
perception and deep calculation, but are all 
the natural endowments of mind cultivated? 
They give power without control, He is like 
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a ship fully rigged, except the compass and 
rudder, with sails set, starting out ona long 
voyage. True education should develop the 
student in all that nature has endowed him 
with into a rounded and glorious manhood. 
Our colleges, churches, and all institutions of 
learning, are to a great extent failures. When 
crimes of different kinds and degrees are com- 
mitted amidst our schools and churches by the 
so-called educated, proves the truth of the as- 
sertion. When our State prisons are filled to 
overflowing in the midst of our most civilized 
and enlightened communities proves the in- 
adequacy of our educational system and the 
impotency of our government. The money 
expended in building State prisons and trying 
criminals and sustaining criminal courts would 
be better applied in teaching the erring to 
realize their true interests and set them on the 
right road to happiness. 

Millions upon millions of dollars are ex- 
pended for the support of governments. To 
govern whom? Why, the people who cannot 
govern themselves. Your wealth is taken from 
you that you may be governed. The hard- 
earned pittance of the poor is taken from them 
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and used as a power to govern you. What 
system of education demands so much and 
gives so little? False doctrines called theology 
are taught by the clergymen; false theories on 
finance and political economy are taught by 
statesmen; fashionable education is taught in 
our schools and colleges, which is lacking in © 
the most important things pertaining to the 
welfare and happiness of mankind. Theology 
is mixed with right and wrong, with an un- 
sparing hand, in so confused a manner that 
real wrongs may be committed with equal im- 
punity to the commission of imaginary ones 
taught in creeds. Thestatesman and financier 
teach that large sums of money must be raised, © 
and the people taxed to the utmost to support 
the government and dignity of government 
officials; and build State prisons, poor-houses, 
and establish criminal courts and courts of 
justice to punish the offenders of laws they 
make, and by so doing oppress the people and 
create law-breakers and criminals. 

The graduate of a fashionable college comes 
forth with all his glory; his Latin and Greek 
are greater than his love and benevolence; his 
pride is greater than his wisdom; he goes forth 
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in the world and casts his shadow of false 
opinions, such as he has received. He is like 
a tree that has beautiful green branches on one 
side and dead limbs on the other. The clergy- 
men live upon the ignorance and superstition 
of the people, which, to a great extent, are the 
fruits of their labor. Statesmen fatten and en- 
rich themselves by the disorder of the political 
world. Law-makers and lawyers thrive by the 
webs they weave that entangle their fellow 
man, and are like savages who demand ran- 
som for their captives. 

So long as one portion of the world preys 
upon the other, so long there will be disorder, 
vice and crime; so long as there is disorder, 
vice and crime, there will be doctors; so long 
as there are doctors, there will be dissenters; 
so long as there are dissenters, there will be 
punishment—punishment for the very: things 
that society has created by false teachings of 
money power, creed power, king power, legis- 
lative power and knowledge power. An un- 
just application of these powers creates all the 
disorder, crime and misery throughout the 
world. If justice was done to all, there would 
be no State prisons, nor criminal courts, no 
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houses of prostitution, no crowned heads and 
titles of nobility; peace, love and joy would 
reign throughout the land. True education 
could accomplish all this. State prisons could 
be turned into institutions of learning, and 
true education would lead the unfortunate to 
paths of pleasantness and peace. As soon as 
they could be made to realize that which con- 
stitutes true manhood and happiness, they 
would accept it; for the law of self-preserva- 
tion is stronger than the laws of men, | 

One who is truly educated is incapable of 
committing crime. No one would voluntarily 
leave the road that leads to the enjoyments 
and blessings of life, for one that leads to 
crime and misery. It is natural for children to 
tell the truth, but by false teaching they are 
made to lie. It is natural for man to desire 
order and peace, but by false education he is 
made to create disorder and trouble. It is 
natural for man to desire to be good and 
happy, but false education makes him wicked 
and miserable. Yet the way to true education 
is accessible to all; we must take nature for 
our guide, and cultivate the whole individual, 
all the attributes of mind, not excluding wis- 
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dom. Nature has declared that all men should 
be happy by giving them faculties that produce 
joy and happiness, and none that is intended 
to produce misery. 

There is more good in man than evil, in fact, 
he is all good, and has only been spoiled by 
‘the deleterious influences of false education. 
In carrying out the designs of nature by true 
education, the powers that oppress the world 
would be materially changed. The power of 
riches would be changed to a power that 
would support all. The power of hatred would 
be changed to a power of kindness. The 
power of avarice would be changed to a power 
of benevolence. The power of knowledge 
would be changed to a power of protection. 

In treating a diseased individual, that treat- 
ment which will restore health is the true one. 
The physician endeavors to assist nature in 
producing a healthful action of all the func- 
tions of the body. Nations, like individuals, 
require assistance in carrying out the designs 
of nature. 

To this end, true education tends. In ofder 
to increase the happiness of man, he must in- 


crease his capacity for enjoyment, for “he who 
7 
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thinks most, feels most, lives most,’ and is 
most happy, provided he lives in harmony with 
the laws of health and morality. It is a com- 
mon opinion among many that those who 
have but few needs are the most happy; but 
it must be remembered that in the supplying 
of needs constitutes happiness. The lower - 
animals have but few wants—enough to eat 
and a place to lie down satisfies them. A 
Digger Indian has but few wants, and cannot 
enjoy reading newspapers and books, nor un- 
derstand any of the fine arts and sciencés; he 
is dumb to all that make up the enjoyments of 
of enlightened society. The increase of capa- 
city is an increase of happiness, all else being 
equal. 

Ag man has emerged from a lower to a 
higher state of existence, so his wants in- 
crease in proportion to his progressed state. 
As bad as the world seems to be at the pres- 
ent time, it is not half as bad as it used to be. 
Many superstitious, barbarous customs and 
cruelties have passed away forever. Kings, 
who ruled with despotic power and spilled the 
blood of innocent subjects, live only in the 
pages of history. Man is progressive by 
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nature. The law of progression is continually 
working out his salvation. He begins to see 
new beauties on every side. The arts and 
sciences lend charms heretofore unknown. 
Inventions and appliances of natural forces to 
the use of man have set the world to wonder. 
The light of knowledge and wisdom is begin- 
ning to pour its genial rays into the dark por- 
tals of ignorance and superstition, and by this 
we wander joyously and free to explore the 
mysteries of the great works of nature that 
have long surrounded us in darkness, and 
when it penetrates into the dark abodes of sin, 
and the oppressed, it will give them new life, 
hope and joy. The down-trodden and weary 
will be lifted up to a haven of rest. With this 
light, crowns will be doffed and governments 
will evaporate, for each will govern self. 
Work-houses, poor-houses, and State prisons 
will be vacated and courts of every description 
abolished from the face of the earth, azd law- 
yers will be decided out of employment. 

Yet more glorious results than these can be 
attained. Man is endowed with infinite possi- 
bilities. As he ascends in the scale of exist- 
ence, his horizon becomes more extended, le 
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sees more grandeur, more beauty at each 
ascending step, enraptured he listens to strange 
sounds of music that his ear has never been 
attuned to hear before, nor his vision to behold 
the wonders and beauties of creation, gazing 
and listening with joy as the invisible and 
visible worlds blend, and Heaven and earth | 
shake hands like old friends that long have 
been parted... 
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FORMATION OF TASTE. 


ASTE, in a physical point of view, is gov- 
erned by analogous laws to those which 
act upon the sensibilities of intelligence. Nat- 
ure has supplied us with physical tastes that 
gratify the palate. This action ofthe sense of 
taste is one of the endowments of nature to 
guide us to choose from the products of earth 
food that is the most suitable to our health 
preservation, but, like many gitts from nature, 
it has often been perverted. We see it in our 
daily rounds in one form or another, and the 
evil consequences arising from it. One of the 
worst forms of perverted taste is seen in the 
use of intoxicating drinks, another in chewing 
tobacco, and so on, down to the smaller de- 
grees of vitiated taste; and each one receives 
its share of punishment in proporiion to the 
magnitude of the offense. 

We will turn from the physical sense of 
taste to those of an intellectual character. 
These are an intellectual relish or discernment 
of the pure, true and noble sensibilities of in- 


é 
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telligence. Yet, like the physical senses, they 
often become perverted. They can be adapted 
to a false or true education, which determines 
their character very materially. Tastes of 
-semi-barbarous nations and tribes greatly dif- 
fer from civilized and enlightened society in 
physical and intellectual proclivities. The sav- 
ages have a taste peculiar to their condition, 
which, to civilized society, looks exceedingly 
ridiculous. If we were to wear heavy and 
cumbersome bracelets on our arms and bun- 
dles of copper wire on our ankles that would 
impede our steps; and ornaments of bones, 
teeth and shells pendant around the neck, and 
tattoed from ear to ear, with rings in our noses, 
society would say we were practicing an out- 
rage on good taste; but, for the savage, it 
answers his purpose very well, and gratifies 
his ideas of good taste perfectly. The semi- 
barbarous nations have peculiar taste for dress 
and ornament incompatible with a higher grade 
of intelligence, and that of a higher grade is 
just as inconsistent to them.. However, real 
beauty is due to a more advanced intelligence, 
and correct taste to a higher cultivation. 

Yet, throughout the civilized world, we find 
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a great many incongruities that reflect upon 
the intelligence and good taste of fashionable 
society. Whenever a new fashion is intro- 
duced, we are apt to believe that it is no im- 
provement, and we like the old one the best 
because we got used to it and.our tastes have 
conformed to it. Any fashions women may 
adopt, men will conform to them in taste, 
however ridiculous they may be; they will 
love them in spite of their foolishness, and 
men will tolerate everything but inconstancy ; 
they have no taste for that. It might be a 
question that they might be loved a little more 
if they would conform more strictly, in making 
up their fashions, to the laws of health, for 
health is beautiful and in good taste, and they 
certainly wish to be healthful and beautiful. 
When a young man sees a young lady 
dressed in the height of a ridiculous fashion, 
beside showing bad taste in wearing much 
jewelry, he says to himself, “I cannot support 
such taste as this; it would ruin me.” But 
don’t be afraid, young man; it is only “put 
on” and ephemeral; her natural good taste 
will rescue her from vanity; only give hera 
chance. But what if she does put on too much 
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artificial ornament and show a little bad taste 
in colors? It is not half so bad as the young 
man’s taste for whisky, and ruin would come 
from the other side. She may have a taste 
for music, he a taste for mischief; she for 
poetry, he for pudding; but, whatever it 
might be, the fault-finder may have the great- 
est number of faults to be accountable for. 
While we are criticising customs, habits and 
tastes of other nations, we are too apt to over- 
look faults that lie at our own door. The 
Chinese habits and customs to us seem very 
singular, and at variance with good sense and 
taste. They believing, perhaps, that nature is 
a little mistaken in growing hair all over the 
head, so they shave it off, all except a tuft on 
top—the scalp-lock—which they pet and train 
with diligent care at the expense of all the rest 
of the hair of the head, and it grows to an 
enormous length, which they wear in the form 
of a queue. And the women, perhaps, be- 
lieve that lavishing nature has done too much 
in bestowing on them feet proportionate to 
the body. To correct this deformity, they 
pinch them with wooden shoes, that they may 
not grow to a natural size. What if the Mon- 
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golians do wear long queues and have a taste 
for shaving their heads? Do not the Anglo- 
Saxons have a taste for shaving their faces, 
and shaving notes, and sometimes shaving 
their neighbors? What if the Chinese women 
do have a taste for squeezing their feet into 
deformity? Do not the American women 
have a taste for squeezing their ribs, thereby 
marring the beauties of nature by perverted 
taste P 

In the most civilized and enlightened na- 
tions there is much to lament, regret. It is 
not the result of enlightenment, civilization, 
intelligence, but rather the want of it. The 
deficiency of good taste may be regarded as 
the lack of proper cultivation of natural en- 
dowments, and perverted taste the result of 
false education. Civilization and knowledge 
raise us to a position where we can see things 
we have not learned; and, while we regret 
that we know so little, we may be thankful 
that we can see our own ignorance, for there 
are none more ignorant than those who cannot 
see their own. When we speak of the fash- 
ionable world, we speak of those who pander 
to the claims of fashion; but, when we speak 
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of the musical world, we speak of the whole 
of it. All tribes and nations have music of 
one kind or another. Its degree of sweetness 
is owing to the intelligence and cultivated con- 
dition of the people who make it. We can 
not expect to hear sweet music from savages, 
but it is music to them and fills the require- 
ments of their capacity for it. Here isa want 
of taste, but in civilized and enlightened society 
there is often perverted taste in music analo- 
gous to perverted taste in dress in the fashion- 
able world. Fashionable music will be sung 
or played, whether it be good or bad; it is 
ephemeral, like other fashions, and our ear be- 
comes accustomed to dissonances and false 
sounds as the eye does to deformed feet and 
body produced by some kind of fashion. 

In the financial world there is an inclination 
to monopolize wealth. This is a desire grow- 
ing out of selfishness, and this selfishness pro- 
duces an inclination to monopolize all the 
good things of earth. The effort to monopo- 
lize beauty by the fashionable world, is, to a 
great extent, a failure. The effort results in 
creating an unnatural formation of taste that 
is forced upon us by the power of fashion. In 
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the fashionable world of music the same prin- 
ciple applies. We are often treated to organ- 
ized dissonances, and clatter of sounds, and 
mechanical execution that is wonderful, while 
the soul of music is left out. The audience 
may frown and scowl! at first at the sour grapes 
offered, but in time the taste will conform to 
it as the physical taste does to the use of 
tobacco. A sweet singer of great fame, when 
writing on the subject of “ musical taste,” said : 
“Men who are inexpressibly bored by concert 
or opera, will be more pleased and affected 
than they can say by hearing some little bal- 
lad or hymn-tune which they used to listen to 
in boyhood, which their mother or sister sang, 
and which gladdens them like an oasis of 
sweet and happy memories in the desert of 
business and work.” This taste is formed by 
association ; and it may bea question, that our 
musical taste is not formed and given prom- 
inent character to the most cultivated from 
the same cause. A musical phrase is an idea 
that can only be expressed through the media 
of musical sounds, and music is a language 
without words that speaks to the soul. It 
may express grief, joy, regret, and these feel- 
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ings are associated with something of the past 
that caused them, and are awakened by music 
from dormancy to life and action. Beside this 
taste formed by association, music speaks of 
a thousand things that words cannot express, 
of the undreamed-of possibilities of the far-off 
future, of what we would be, and all that we 
wish to be. But nobody has a taste for toads 
—much less for snakes—yet those who have 
a taste for whisky have snakes in their boots, 
and is in very bad taste; and the taste for 
tobacco is also in bad taste, especially when 
the consumer turns his battery against the 
walls of the sitting-room and on the carpet 
and hearth, which interfere so much with the 
good taste of a tasty housekeeper. However 
good the “cable twist” may taste, it certainly 
does not come under the head of good taste. 

A taste formed for reading is one of vital im- 
portance to the young in regard to quality, 
kind. If they become associated with light 
literature that appeals to the animal passions, 
it not only increases or rather. gives false ac- 
tion to them, but so directs the taste in chan- 
nels that will terminate in neither pleasure nor 
profit. There is no permanent foundation for 
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knowledge or happiness that the fictitious 
story-writers can build in their imaginary 
worlds with their impossible heroines and 
heroes, and events inconsistent ‘with natural 
things, drawing the imagination into a vortex 
of false conclusions, making another race and 
another world, rather than giving life sketches 
in ourown. Habitual readers of fiction ulti- 
mately adopt misconceived opinions of real 
life, and grow tired of the world; substituting 
the imaginary for the real interests and beau- 
ties that every one with properly directed 
minds can enjoy. It is said that truth is 
stranger than fiction. Now it is true that there 
is fiction, which is one of the strangest things 
in the world. Lying has become constitu- 
tional, and a reader of lies is “ passing strange.” 
We have a good quality of fruit that is de- 
licious to the taste and nourishing to the body; 
but some one must go to work and makea 
lot of artificial fruit,and, when we come to eat 
it, it does not set well on the stomach. And 
there are wooden nutmegs and bass-wood 
hams manufactured, but we have got genuine 
nutmegs and real hog hams. Then what is 
the use of the false ones? Why, they were 
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made to sell; only made to sell. Somebody 
has been swindling us; wooden hams are no 
food at all; we would starve onthem. Story- 
writers have manufactured a lot of fictitious 
food for the mind that it would starve on, but 
it was made only to sell. So it really seems, 
as it has been often said, that “money is the 
root of all evil.” Now society is so consti- 
tuted that those who have not got a little of 
that “root,” the Lord might as well take them 
now as any time. 

We will turn from the subject of wooden 
nutmegs, bass-wood hams, and the world of 
fiction, to the true, beautiful, real. To some 
extent we fail to realize the blessings that sur- 
round us, and too often, by false teachings 
and perverted tastes, choose the artificial fruit. 
If the power of money is the cause of prevail- 
ing evils, it should be dealt with by laws, and 
the force of education, in a manner to regulate 
its power and relieve the world from suffering, 
poverty and crime. If the world has become 
too artificial, and we forget the uses of life, 
then we must turn to the real for our recom- 
pense. ; 

The taste for city life is one that is formed 
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by association. It is natural and commenda- 
ble to have a desire for society, but in the 
crowded cities there is much that is superficial, 
false and perverted. Many who tire of the 
unnatural and hollow things of city life, the 
pressure of business and worry of noise in the 
hard scrabble for money, repair to the coun- 
try, breathe the fresh air of the mountains, 
inhale the fragrance of wild flowers; the eye 
is charmed with the beautiful scenery, and 
the ear with long-forgotten strains of nature’s 
music that bring to memory the bright and 
happy days of childhood; the crowded city is 
lost to view; they no longer hear the foot- 
steps of the beggar and millionaire upon the 
pavement; their speculation in stocks and 
trade has vanished from the mind; their nat- 
ural taste is redeemed, and they are made 
happier, better, for it. 

We have said that natural taste is the result 
of natural endowments, and acquired taste the 
result of association, external influences and 
education, and, if these latter causes. promote 
the happiness of society, taste will more read- 
ily conform to them; but there are so many 
things crowded and misplaced, so many coune 
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terfeits, representations and false pretensions, 
leading the mind, as by an zgnzs fatuus, into 
misconceptions of the real and true to the 
mystic world of shadows; and a perverted 
taste is forced upon us. There are many un- 
fortunate circumstances by which the minds 
of some have been shaped by hereditary trans- 
mission and pyschologic influences to that de- 
gree, that it requires a very long time, with 
the most favorable influences of education, to 
reach to the moral and intellectual standard of 
good society. Such dark minds do not nat- 
urally gravitate, but are driven into the dark 
corners of the earth where crime is law and 
virtue a myth, subject to the cuffs and kicks of 
the world, persecuted by unjust laws, and 
driven farther back into their loathsome dens, 
there to work out their own salvation, under the 
most unfavorable conditions, as best they can. 
There is a chord in every bosom that can be 
struck with gentle hands, that would quicken 
the pulse of love and duty and arouse them 
from apathy and ignorance, and show them 
the light of knowledge and truth. Who is 
responsible for the fallen, the poor, the suffer- 
ing? Society breeds them, society loathes 
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them, society punishes them, but angels take 
care of them. | 

May the light of truth shine on us all; may 
our dark days be few and short; may we taste 
the sweet fruits of our labor in this life, and, 
when nature shall have finished her work with 
us on earth and claimed her kindred clay, may 


we taste the sweeter joys in the life to come. 
8 
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SUCCESSFUL LIFE. 


IFE has its sorrows, pleasures, disappoint- 
ments, joys and miseries; and success in 
life is vague, varied and comparative. Even 
the most successful have much to regret in 
some life-period, however remote, that weighs 
upon them as memory recalls events in times 
past, casting shadows over joys, mingling 
pleasure, pain and regret in strange confusion, 
like the indigenous jungle of thorns, nettles, 
sweet fruits and flowers, that grow upon the 
mountain side. 

The world acknowledges a man to be suc- 
cessful in life who accumulates great riches, 
builds fine houses, and lords over the poor and 
makes them subservient to his will and wishes. 
His faults are gilded over with the glitter of 
gold to the foolish worshippers of Mammon; 
the newspapers praise him and the ladies flat- 
ter him; he is a great success in the eyes of 
the world, created by the fawning fools of 
fashion and worshippers of gold, who look 
not beyond this for anything better to live for. 


SUCCESSFUL LIFE. IOI 


While he, proud of his riches, puffed with 
self-importance, struts and stares, like the pea- 
cock that is no more vain of its tail-feathers 
than he of outward show. He istruly a grand 
success in being a successful fool. He is only 
one of the many evils produced and resulting 
from the unjust system of finance built up by 
the moneyed aristocracy. As society teaches 
that life is only successful with great riches, is 
it a wonder that there should be such an un- 
scrupulous scrabble for money, and creating 
such dishonesty and crime in all classes in the 
civilized world? And that young men, start- 
ing out with honest intentions to get up in the 
world, would often be tempted to pursue a 
course that is not altogether honorable, and 
become a scheming villain? And if he suc- 
ceeds in gaining riches, his iniquities are 
covered, and the society calls it getting up in 
the world. It is in reality getting down in the 
world at the expense of noble attributes that 
make up true manhood. 

It is natural for every young man to get on 
in the world, and to be more or less ambitious; 
and society points to riches as a true means to 
the goal of a successful life. If he is very am- 
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bitious he pushes on regardless of the welfare 
of others, and is determined to be a successful 
man or perish in the effort. He sees nothing 
but riches, wishes for nothing but riches, for 
society spurs him on and declares that riches 
makes the man; and others who wish to be 
men struggle on until their hopes to be rich 
have died out, and their long cherished desire 
to be men are hopeless; they become reck- 
less, the world does not respect them and they 
soon lose respect for themselves and turn 
tramps, vagabonds, beggars, criminals, and do 
anything to support. human animal life; and 
when society creates such a condition of hu- 
manity it hands them over to the poor-house, 
penitentiary or gallows. Could not society 
point to something more commendable for the 
young aspirants to reach for, and more attain- 
able for distinction and honor than great 
riches ? 

The poor young man who has but little 
experience in making money and is anxious to 
get up in the world, has almost insurmounta- 
ble obstacles to overcome before society ac- 
knowledges him to be a successful man; and 
ia most instances it isan impossibility to reach 
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the desired riches without a sacrifice of truth, 
honor, manhood; but in the present system of 
finance and preverted uses of life, these are 
secondary, and the young man is tempted, in- 
duced, impelled to make the sacrifice for that 
which society indirectly tells him is of greater 
importance in making life truly successful; 
thus teaching falsehood, breeding crime, filling 
the world with money sharps who are in pur- 
suit of successful life. Is it a wonder that so 
many aspirants to honor and fame “go to the 
bad?” Is it a wonder that there is so much 
misery and crime in the world? 

Is it a wonder for those, when they are 
taught that the acquisition of riches is the 
chief object of life, and when they lose it 
should commit suicide? The wonder is that 
human nature should bear so much pressure in 
the wrong direction, and bear it so long with- 
out more serious results than the world has yet 
seen. Weare yet tqseethe result of the many 
long-practiced wrongs in the coming crisis. 
The counterfeit moral props that sustain these 
wrongs will soon give way. They are too 
far fetched and conventional to support the 
needs of the needy—precept without practice 
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helps nobody, while it makes virtue conven- 
tional, and philanthropy a mockery. How 
many, from censure and blame, could have 
been saved from prostitution and misery by 
gentle words and acts of kindness? They may 
be counted in the houses of ill-fame in every 
city in the land. Theyare degraded, disgraced 
and cursed for the benefit of society. Society 
created them, society tramples upon them, and 
is responsible for the misery it has brought 
upon so many human beings whose lives are 
failures. Many who imagine themselves to be 
successful in life by building up great wealth 
and gaining popular favor and promotion to 
high office, feel a void,a lacking of something 
undefined, yet not understood; under all these 
conditions of wealth and position become mis- 
erable. They have built their happiness upon 
a false basis. The true source of happiness has _ 
been substituted, forestalled by avarice, pride 
and ambition, and life is a failure. 

Those who fail to cultivate the nobler traits 
of human nature need not expect to lead a suc- 
cessful life, for these make up the joy of earth, 
and also of heaven. ‘Successful acts do not 
make up a successful life, unless those acts are 
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of kindness, justice, of good, that leave sweet 
recollections and joys in memory. 

Success in life is comparative,and happiness 
varies in degree according to capacity, con- 
ditions, and right uses of attributes. There are 
no sorrows common to life that cannot be per- 
manently cured by progressive steps, reaching 
and standing upon higher planes of thought 
and feeling, leaving annoyance and suffering 
behind, as one in childhood leaves his toys and 
little troubles for manhood. He who accumu- 
lates great wealth and loses it, is made to be- 
lieve, through false education, that life with 
him is a failure, but a better knowledge of the 
purposes of existence would show him that he 
was the better for it. Principles and truths 
worked out through trials and tribulations 
are more effectual in producing good results 
than those tacitly acknowledged by precept. 
Yet hard experiences of the many, may be 
avoided by a knowledge of the experiences of 
the few; but those who do not see, must feel 
the necessity of reformation, and frequently 
through long suffering, which they need as a 
means to open their eyes to a sense of justice 
and truth. A portion of the world teaches 
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that certain practices and customs are right, 
while another portion teaches that they are 
wrong; now, the result of such practices and 
customs determine the efficacy by long usage, 
and results should be a lesson to the civilized 
world to install the right that is taught as 
wrong, and extirpate the wrong that is taught 
as right. 

Knowledge, truth and progression are the 
fruits of experience. The world now sees the 
many wrongs that enslave, degrade and make 
miserable the human race, and as yet tacitly 
acknowledges their existence; but the time is 
near at hand when the long pent feelings of an 
indignant multitude will rise, and in self-defense 
justly demand the right to exercise the freedom 
of manhood. The many are wiser than the 
few; and through the law of self-preservation, 
and an innate sense of justice, the millions will . 
favor all that experience has taught them, that . 
is noble, just and true. Life cannot be success- 
fulto the many under the present conditions 
of the government and the demands of the 
few. Nor can we be very happy when gold is 
king and rules the world, bartering principle, 
love, truth, friendship, conscience, and all that 
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is noble, to gratify greed, gluttony, vanity and 
sensuality. 

The gold mania is a contagious disease that 
has sapped the foundation of prosperity and 
happiness of many to that degree, that it is no 
longer bearable. The ignorant who have been 
kept so by constant compulsory labor in gain- 
ing a scanty subsistence should be aroused to 
a sense of their condition and receive instruc- 
tions from every source and whatever way 
they can be reached; they must be made to 
realize the value of true education in making 
up a successful life. As they have been kept 
down in poverty and ignorance by the ruling 
of to-day, they will stand forth in the pride of 
manhood in the army of liberty to-morrow. 

The causes of intemperance, poverty and 
vice must be removed; they are of so long 
standing that they have become a second nat- 
ure, and are looked upon as necessary evils, 
and the result of human depravity. Those 
that are down in the world must be helped up 
and receive encouragement, kindness and hope 
from those who stand above them, for very 
many are good men, and the more good men 
we have in the world, the greater will be the 
happiness of all concerned. 
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The best men in all ages of the world have 
been the most loudly and scornfully abused, 
because there were not good men enough to 
protect them against the ignorant and selfish 
rulers who created and are still creating popu- 
lar sentiment. We need more good men, the 
more the better, they all would be just and 
kind if they could have a chance, and be made 
to realize the result of such a condition; and 
it is only a question of time when this condi- 
tions of things shall exist, but great changes 
must be made for the consummation of radical 
ends in government, society, and education; 
armies of teaches, lecturers, and expounders of 
truths must be employed, plain and forcible 
truths must be set forth in their most simple 
forms, that they may be understood by all. 
The indolent must be taught industry, the 
spendthrift economy, the intemperate temper- 
ance, and those who are steeped in vice and 
crime, cast off the old garments and bury them 


forever out of sight and stand forth new men. 


Individuals, however degraded, have souls that 
can be saved from hell of earth by proper in- 
structions and influences given by those who 
stand above them. 


res 
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What greater gratification could the philan- 
thropist receive who would lift the degraded 
from their miry pits and show them the light 
of joy, and peace, and receive their everlasting 
gratitude and blessing; what greater good 
could one do in this world? What is of 
greater importance to the safety, progress and 
happiness of the people. 

Vices and crimes are not confined to the 
so-called lowly, but pervades all classes be- 
cause our system of education is deficient. 
In New York city alone there were one thou- 
sand one hundred and eighty-four persons ar- 
rested under sixteen years of age, and charged 
with the high and deliberate crime of burglary 
within the past year. These are some of the 
results of the present system of popular edu- 
cation. The schools sharpen the appetite and 
wit to plunder; these tempting baits are set 
before them, and they are caught. This isa 
nice way to make criminals. This makes busi- 
ness for the police, lawyers, criminal courts and 
the government, and keeps up society. “More 
than eleven hundred burglaries ina year in one 
city. What a commentary upon our boasted 
civilization!” This. shows the necessity of 
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immediate action in that direction, but it is a 
small part of general reformation needed. 
There are millions of ponderous loads of 
intellectual rubbish and political refuse that 
have been accumulating for centuries, oppress- 
ing and degrading the people that will be cast 
into the pit and buried in the past and forgot- 
ten, like the defeated dead who have borne 
arms against freedom. Those who have been 
led into mistakes, errors and criminality by 
involutions of society, should be treated mor- 
ally as a physician should treat his patients 
who have become sick through ignorance of 
the physical laws of health. The doctor 
knows that indigestible food, (however nour- 
ishing in health), will not cure his patients, 
but carefully makes a diagnosis, observing 
each symptom with the utmost scrutiny, then 
administer remedies according to the nature of 
the disease. But in the treatment of moral 
diseases, indigestible food is given as a remedy. 
They are treated to hard labor and scanty 
food, disciplined and dosed with theology, and 
if that don’t cure them they are hanged— 
eventually hanged, because State prison disci- 
pline has hardened and prepared them for 
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capital crime whenever they are let loose upon 
society. 

Whoever wishes to teach children success- 
fully, must lead them on the plane of children’s 
thoughts; so one must know the moral condi- 
tion and capacity of the misguided to effect a 
complete reformation, for such are but chil- 
dren in moral development. 

We must commence with inducements asa 
preventive of immoral acts. To the morally 
blind there are greater inducements to do evil 
than to do good. They may reason thus: “It 
is harder to bear poverty and oppression than 
to take the consequences of evil acts.” Such 
inducements may be a partial exoneration for 
the commitment of many wrongs. There 
should be no such conditions of inducements 
in the natural world, but conditions of induce- 
ments to do good should be formed and main- 
tained in every society, and the result of right 
and wrong would be understood by all, and 
principles of good would be cherished by all 
as we cherish our dearest friends. Those who 
do not have faith in changes, nor see the neces- 
sity of reformation, are the ones that keep the 
world in darkness. 


112 THE COMING CRISIS. 


RECONSTRUCTION OF SOCIETY. 


T was asserted in a lecture delivered in San 
Francisco, by the great American orator, 

that the problem of reconstruction of society 
is an impossibility. It does not matter what 
terms we use in regard to the great changes 
that are required in the world, in conveying 
our ideas, as it does the correctness of our 
conclusions. 

Great men sometimes make great mistakes, 
and we may at least take exceptions, and leave 
them open to the free discussion of the intelli- 
gent public. No one wishes to undertake to per- 
form an impossibility, and whether reconstruc- 
tion or reformation is required, we believe: in 
building up. It is not necessary to pull down 
so much as it is to construct. There is a part 
of society that is good, and very much that is 
bad. It is the latter portion that should be 
reconstructed, reformed or made anew, as you 
please, and it is obvious that great changes will 
be made, for the nature and conditions require 
it, and the growing intelligence of the people 
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demand it. The laws regulating finance must 
be materially changed, and popular opinion 
taken from time-beaten ruts into other channels 
of thought ona higher plane of intelligence. 
There is a growing line of demarkation anda 
widening gulf between what our American 
orator calls higher and lower classes of society, 
and alsoaffirms that intelligence keep pace with 
wealth. 

I will take the liberty to make a little differ- 
ent classificationand statement. ist. The rich 
and the poor; 2d. The high and the low. The 
rich class are not all high, nor the poor class 
all low—this classification, of course, is not 
new to the reader, but the rich are too apt to 
look upon the poor class as low and ignorant, 
and the poor to look upon the rich as high 
and intellectual. The working class do not_ 
get as much credit for intelligence as they de- 
serve. They have the power of knowledge and 
intelligence, but it is superseded by the power 
of gold. Gold makes the laws, rules the gov- 
ernment; and virtue, intelligence and justice are 
subordinate. But this state of things cannot 
remain so long, for intelligence will be utilized 
into a power that will be used in the coming 
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crisis, and gold will no longer rule the world. 
And that gold does so rule is one reason that 
reconstruction should occur. 

Those who do not wish to be slaves must 
act, acquire knowledge, manhood; for these 
are the essentials in the approaching crisis to 
gain freedom. Society rests upon a gold basis, 
it can be constructed on a basis of human- 
ity. The rich men are not the best men, nor 
the most intelligent men; the power of gold 
keeps them ina false position. The workers 
cannot afford to carry so heavy a burden; life 
is hard enough to bear under the most favor- 
able conditions of freedom. Gold enslaves 
talent—it takes the place of knowledge, virtue, 
truth, manhood—it sets men up without merit, 
capacity, conscience. The talented architect 
plans for the capitalist, the intelligent worker 
builds for him his splendid mansion; his pride 
and vanity are gratified through the intelligence 
of the workingman, and he may know nothing 
but the tricks of finance. The tricks of trade 
and money-getting are specialties with him; 
he studies nothing else, cares for nothing 
else; and knows but little else. The work- 
ingman organizes dead matter into living 
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powers, creates property, and it is placed in 
the hands of capitalists by the tricks of 
finance. The workingman studies and learns 
how to create property; the capitalist studies 
and learns how to get possession of it. The 
capitalist pleads that he plans and does the 
brain-work for the workingman, that he may 
get his bread and butter—this is all he does 
get, and frequently falls short of that. Such 
sophistry is an insult to the intelligence of 
the American people. 

The greatest amount of virtue and knowledge 
lies with the workingmen. Those who are 
ignorant have been kept so by constant servi- 
tude which gave them no opportunity to form 
inclinations to be otherwise; but the majority 
have more practical knowledge and common 
sense than the so-called higher class—in fact, 
they constitute the great world of progress and 
intelligence. There are only a comparative 
few excluded from this class, and it isa matter 
of surprise to see so much talent, knowledge, 
manhood, snubbed and humiliated, brought 
down to cater to whims and conceit of the 
lords of wealth. Why should talent lose its 
dignity, and worth be discounted for gold? 
| 6 
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Who could not build great mansions and rail- 
roads with.a plentiful supply of gold at its 
present valuation? It would engage armies of 
men and the best talent. : ORS 
. The Central Pacific Railroad was built not 
so much to the credit of capitalists as to the 
knowledge, skill and perseverance of the work- 
ingmen. The workingmen are to build another 
railroad on a more democratic principle; not 
for money speculations, but for the interests of 
humanity, and free tickets will be furnished to 
all sharps, drones, speculators, stock manipu- 
lators and political tricksters, and transported 
toa more congenial clime. They cannot afford 
to support such a population much longer. 
Gold shall cease to cover a multitude of sins. 
- Reconstruction and reformation lie within 
the power of the people. Is there nothing to 
be cast aside in the progressive steps of civil- 
ization? Are there no changes desired by the 
workingmen of California? There are none 
desired by those who have the power of rule 
in their own hands. The great orator from the 
Fast declared that the workingmen were “slaves 
to the higher intelligence and spirituality of 
others the world over.”. If higher intelligence 
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and spirituality holds people in bondage, we 
do not want any of it. We-want to be free. 
But higher intelligence and spirituality is a 
power that leads us from slavery, and makes 
us free. If he had said that preachers, law 
makers and bankers make us slaves, we would 
have believed him. The acknowledgment of 
the existence of slavery by the most knowing, 
and a belief of its necessity by those who im- 
pose it, is a matter of vital importance to the 
workingmen. 

The slaveholders of the South were afraid of 
the intelligence of their slaves, and desired 
them to have only a knowledge and skill to 
work, and kept them in darkness in “higher 
intelligence and spirituality” as much as pos- 
sible. So the powers of governments that hold 
the people in servitude are afraid of rapid 
progress the masses are making in certain di- 
rections in a knowledge of finance and rule; 
and churches, in matters of religion and spirit- 
ual things, are fearing that they will no longer 
lead the world by the nose, and make slaves 
of them with their “higher intelligence and 
spirituality” in the same beaten track as has 
been done for ages. This is made manifest in 
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those who oppose the public common schools, 
and are in favor of secular education. 

The productive capacity of the world has 
been greatly increased by inventions and im- 
provements in machinery. The old ones have 
been cast aside, new and better ones substituted. 
The old ones have done their work, and are 
no longer needed. The world wants new and 
better machinery, adapted to modern civiliza- 
tion and enlightenment. The clergy has done 
the thinking for the religious world, and regu- 
lated its conscience in all time past. It istime 
that every one should do his own thinking and 
regulate his own conscience. The produce of 
the world has been governed in price by ma- 
nipulators and speculators by false uses of 
money for ages. It is time the people regulate 
the prices of their own produtions. 

It is time the people should be more free; 
they have the intelligence, the wisdom and 
power; all that is required is action—action 
in the right direction. They can scarcely go 
in any other. It is plainly pointed out by 
common sense. Public sentiment is aroused 
in behalf of suffering humanity. There is a 
union of sympathy of all who suffer by the 
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unjust dealings of the ruling class. It is time 
that all should know their rights and establish 
them. It is time that all should vote intelli- 
gently, and discard from office the selfish and 
miserly, and turn a cold shoulder to bankers 
and money-grabbers. The lessons of the few 
past years in the monetary system should open 
the eyes of all. It is time that we should 
know how to live, and upon what kind of a 
foundation to build happiness. It is time that 
every one should know that a wrong committed 
not only retards the happiness of the com- 
munity in which it is done, but makes the 
perpetrator, in time, unhappy. It is time that 
we should know the object of life. It is time 
the world should take a forward step. Millions 
of people are prepared with knowledge and 
wisdom to throw off their shackles and stand 
foot free. 

Why do so many crawl in darkness who 
could walk in light? It must be remembered 
that the world is very much as we make it— 

then why not make it more happy? 

Who has the power? The people. How? 
By obeying the divine law of principle. God 
isa principle. God isin man; He is a drop 
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from the great fountain-head of wisdom; He 
is mind over matter; the God within him has 
power; that power is struggling to be free. 
God is mind, power, life, sensation, love, wis- 
dom, existence. Suns and planetary systems 
are ruled by mind over matter. Love attracts 
love, matter attracts matter, sympathy attracts 
sympathy, kindness attracts kindness, knowl- 
edge attracts knowledge, etc. Man is sustained 
in these powers by the great existence, and can 
attract conditions of existence in proportion to 
capacity, and capacity is a condition of human 
beings susceptible of “infinite possibilities.” 
There is the most God in those who feel most 
and think most, and the most happiness in 
those whose thoughts and feelings are guided by 
wisdom, and the most pleasure in those whose 
sensual natures are ruled by reason. God is 
no more in churches than out of them; but 
wherever we find the most thought and feeling, 
strengthened and cultivated by education and 
guided by wisdom, we find the greatest power 
of Godin man. 

A nation that is free, must be kept free. A 
nation that is in bondage, must be made free; 
and enlightened with the principles of liberty, 
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Much literature of the world does not contain 
principles of liberty. Onthe contrary, itleads the 
mind in narrow paths to jungles of error,and is 
lost in confusion and mystery. The teaching of 
theological creeds are not based upon principle 
—they do notaccord with intuition and reason 
of man. The teachings of eternal punishment 
by orthodox religion has made many skeptics 
because of its inconsistency and many truths 
in the bible ignored, which should be accepted. 
When errors are discovered in a doctrine, wé 
are too apt to discard the whole of it. The 
power of discrimination is not given to all; 
under the persuasive teachings of religion, the 
fallible and infallible are together accepted or 
discarded. No teachings of men are all true; 
but truths can be gleaned from all. 

_ The doctrine of total depravity has done 
much to retard the spiritual growth of man. 
Those who think they are totally depraved will 
manifest more or less depravity, for as they 
thinketh so are they. The fruit of the teach- 
ings of depravity is depravity. Those who are 
continually looking for and expecting depravity. 
in others, can, by close examination, find it in 
themselves, as a result of the poor opinion of, 
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human nature. The teachings of total depravity 
destroy the confidence of man in man. Con- 
fidence creates confidence. Popular theology 
also teaches that the world is under a curse 
from God; but those who teach it, are the ones 
that curse it, and from whatever source ignor- 
ance comes, it is the only curse pronounced 
upon it. 3 
A seed that germinatesin the earth, the soil 
is not a curse to the seed, although it struggles 
through it for light, warmth, air and existence. 
Why should the seed curse the soil because it 
has to struggle through it? It is nourished 
and protected by it; but there are conditions 
required of the soil before perfect germination 
can take place, some of which are moisture, 
warmth and air. These conditions are pro- 
duced by proper cultivation, which is necessary 
to the development of a perfect plant. The 
real, so-called, evils are great; but imaginary 
ones are greater. These so-called evils come 
from propensities of the base of the brain, which 
are as the soil upon which the growth of man- 
hood depends. It is as the soil upon which 
the spirit takes root and flourishes, according 
.to its conditions of cultivation. There are 
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thousands of degrees of condition, and all tend 
onward and upward. The curse said to be 
pronounced by God on his works exist only 
in the imaginations of the ignorant. There is 
no real or imaginary evil that cannot be re- 
moved by the God principle in man bya proper 
cultivation of the soil of the spirit. We know 
nothing about God except that which is made 
manifest through his works. K 
Whether we call the Great Unknown one, 
three or a dozen, is not of vital importance. 
Theological definitions can be dispensed with, 
but whatever may we think about God, let it 
be conducive to goodness, manhood. If we 
should do unto ourselves as the God principle 
indicates, the practice of the golden rule would 
necessarily follow. Our happiness does not 
depend so much upon the costly far-fetched 
material from abroad, as it does upon the cheap 
virtues at home; nor does it depend so much 
upon what we have, as it does upon what we 
are. 
All religious creeds and forms of worship 
have some good in them. The Latter-Day 
Saints have the virtues of industry, economy 
and perseverance—there is much to admire in 
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them, and much to condemn. Theological 
creeds are as soil for the growth of good and 
evil. Asthe good is developed and recognized, 
the evil may be cast aside, as does the husband- 
man the chaff from the wheat, the husk from the 
corn, the prickly and bitter bur from the nut. 
There is much to cast aside in our onward and 
upward march of progress. Governments also 
have results in producing good andevil. Good 
and evil grow up together as does the chaff and 
the wheat, the husk and the corn. : 
From feudalism grew municipalities; from 
municipalities, monarchies; from monarchies 
the germ of republican institutions sprang into 
power, casting aside the debris, the evil, at each 
successive step as much as possible. But in 
early ages the task was exceedingly difficult, 
and only partially effected, and much of the 
refuse has been carried up to the present age 
in its accumulating weight, and rests upon the 
enslaved and suffering people to-day. But the 
loag standing corn is ripe for the harvester, and 
a more perfect separation of the fruit and the 
husk will be made than has ever appeared in 
the history of the world. The God principle 
in man will manifest its power, and the cumber- 
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some and useless clothing will be cast aside 
and buried in the past. As there are great 
evils in world, there also exists great powers 
of good to overthrow them. 

There is more good in the world than evil. 
Evil is a contingency, a means; good is the 
object, the end. Those who are raised upon 
the highest waves of social and financial great- 
ness by the evolution of nations and by the - 
ever active power of man, using the means for 
the end, will be carried back by the receding 
waves and submerged, and other waves will 
wash over them. Those who mistake the mis- 
sions of life are carried by the fluctuating events 
into the vortex of error; disappointment and 
sorrow overtake them, and they declare that 
satan isa power, and pray to God to save them 
from his satanic majesty, and believe that: this 
life is all vanity, and the world is a vale of 
tears. Those who can be cheerful and happy 
under adversities are the true philosophers. 
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A FUTURE STATE OF EXISTENCE. 


FUTURE state of existence after death 

has always been a theme of the utmost 
interest to humanity in all ages of the world. 
It isa matter of doubt and speculation to many, 
while others have an entire disbelief in any such 
a state of existence. The christian world not 
only believes in a future state of existenceafter 
the change called death, but claim to know a 
great deal about the conditions of disembodied 
spirits. There is a wide field for speculation, 
and it has availed itself of it. It has described 
heaven as a place of eternal joy, and hell asa 
place of eternal torture. Such conditions ofa 
heaven and hell are not owing to a wise dis-— 
pensation of Divine Providence, but rather to 
the conditions of the christian church. What- 
ever churches believe or teach does not affect 
the truth of the matter in the least.. 

There is a future that concerns us all, and 
that is a future state of existence on earth. We 
all believe in this state of existence, but we are 
not certain of anything but the present; and if 
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we take care of the present, the future will not 
be lacking in things we desire. So witha future 
state of existence after death. If we take good 
care of this life, and fulfill the requirements of 
the Creative Power, the future state of existence 
will take care of itself. We cannot live in the 
world of spirits until we get there; but should 
live in reference to it by taking good care of 
this life; but some try to live beyond their 
time. They ignore all the experiences and 
pleasures of life by shutting themselves up in 
monasteries and nunneries, thereby not only 
failing to carry out the designs for which they 
were created, but try to live beyond time. 
Everything should come in order of place 
and time, for nature is very exacting in her 
decrees, and those who violate her laws are 
punished in proportion to such violation. There 
is a penalty attached to every violation of 
nature’s laws as surely as the laws themselves 
exist. May we not attribute all the sorrow, 
crime and misery of the world toa violation of 
the divine laws that have been instituted for the 
protection and happiness of man. These laws 
are infinite, immutable; and we use the word 
‘“‘violate,” but in reality, it is a substitution of 
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one law for another, and we fail through ignor- ° 


ance to make the right application of natural 
forces: a . | 

.. If a person takes.a proper quantity of health- 
ful food, exercise, and all that is required to 
produce health, good health is the result; 
but. if we go in contrariety to these require- 
ments, sickness, misery and death is the result. 
There are physical laws as truly as there are 
physical things. The existence of one deter- 
mines the existence of the other. The appe- 
tite determines the existence of food. The 
capacity to love determines the existence of 
some one to love. There isa moral law as 
truly as there is amoral nature in man. The 
existence of one determines the existence of 
the other, and a misapplication of this law, 
like the physical, results in evil, suffering. The 


physical and moral laws are as intimately con- 


nected as the soul is with the body. Living in 
harmony with both constitute all the joys of 
life. As the faculties of the mind determine 
the existence of a corresponding gratification, 
the desire fora higher and better life than this, 
determines the existence of such a life; and 
this desire or attribute of the mind is the basis 
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of all creeds and forms of religious worship, 
and is like music, understood by all tongues 
and nations of the earth, and its existence de- 
clares the existence of a brighter, happier world 
than this. : 

We can go farther, and be assured of the 
beauty, love, peace, joy, and all the splendor 
and magnificence that the imagination can 
reach, because imagination is an attribute of 
the mind, and determines and measures its 
capacity for enjoyment, and will receive a full 
measure of happiness. Measurement of hap- 
piness is measurement of capacity. The wild 
Indian whose heaven consists in a hunting- 
sround with plenty of game, and his squaws 
and friends restored to him, and his enemies 
slain, perhaps is all he couldenjoy. The great 
benefits derived from cultivating, expanding 
and educating all the faculties of the mind, are 
to enlarge our pleasures, our joys, our heaven. 
The visible and invisible worlds are as nearly 
connected, the one with the other, as the body 
of a man is connected with his soul. The 
existence of a man declares the existence of 
his soul. The existence of the physical world 
declares the existence of the spirit world, for 
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spirit is life, and nothing can exist without 
spirit. 

Interest of the most importance we feel, 
next to the existence of another world, is our 
relations to that world, and the condition of 
disembodied spirits. Can we not discern con- 
ditions of life after death by pointing out 
natural conditions of happiness in this? The 
many faculties of the mind suggest the nature 
of our happiness in kind, if not in degree, in 
the world beyond. Love of the beautiful, love 
of friend, adoration, love in all its varied man- 
ifestations making up joys of the invisible 
world of spirits, as we can judge nothing of 
that world only from observations of this. 

Who would wish to be transformed into an 
angel with wings, and sit upon the right hand 
of God, and sing praises forever where Sab- 
baths never end? This does not fill the re-. 
quirements of human nature. Who would wish 
to be transformed into a being entirely different 
from one’s self? We would lose our identity, 
and it would be equal to annihilation. It is 
natural for every one to preserve their identity; 
however deficient they may be in intellectual 
and moral development, they want to be them- — 
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selves, and nobody else. Every person has a 
foundation for a great and glorious destiny. 

The invisible world is a natural world gov- 
erned by natural laws. The laws that we ob- 
serve to-day are the same that ever has been, 
and will be forever. The law of gravitation 
is not confined to earth alone, but extends 
throughout the universe, guiding the course of 
millions of planets rolling in space whose 
mighty power is beyond the comprehension 
of man. The same laws govern the visible 
and invisible worlds. The laws of heaven are 
our laws. We are already in eternity, and are 
working out our own salvation, and are very 
much as we make ourselves. 

Natural laws are given for our guidance and 
protection, and it is for us to know them and 
obey them, for here lies the great secret of 
happiness in this world and the world to come. 
The finding out and applying these laws con- 
stitute progression in man. He is progressive 
in making discoveries in the arts and sciences, 
which tend to develop the moral as wellas the 
intellectual growth. We must understand the 
world we live in before we can understand the 
world beyond. The forces in nature, the sub- 
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stances, the elements and laws that govern 
them, and our relation to them, and to the 
great Creative Power, are themes of the most 
vital importance to the growth and happiness 
of mankind. 

These, of all subjects, are the most interesting . 
to those who have had a glimpse of the grandeur 
and beauty that surrounds us everywhere, 
through the arts and sciences, Man is fast 
emerging from the mist and fog of superstition 
and error of past ages, and now stands upon 
the verge of a new era. He is beginning to 
find new joys on a higher plane of existence, 
and that life has something more than sensuous 
pleasures to all who may reach forth and take 
them. He is beginning to realize that true 
happiness is the result of true manhood, and 
true manhood is reached by obeying the natural 
laws: of earth and the demands of justice. 
Although revolutions may yet convulse nations, 
from wrongs that still exist, for the demands 
of justice respect neither the fiats of kings nor 
the decrees of governments. It is well known 
that man has come from a low toa higher state 
of existence. Intellectual, moral and spiritual 
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attributes of the soul constitute elements of 
progression. 

Schools and churches are great mills of the 
world, and are grinding and sifting out the 
precious gems from the earth for the adornment 
and happiness of the human race. While the 
grinding and sifting process is going on, it can- 
not be expected that rest and peace can always 
be sustained, for the undeveloped state of man 
does not admit of continuous happiness. This 
life isa school forthe soul. Adversity, sorrow, 
sacrifice, that we experience in this life are also 
millsthat grind and prepare the soul to greater 
capacity of thought and feeling, that it may 
reach the more beautiful and glorious things 
beyond that lie in waiting for all. 

It is true that “there is no great excellence 
without much labor.” To build a beautiful 
‘ home with all the conveniences and ornamental 
surroundings of groves, fountains, paintings 
and statuary art, requires much labor. To build 
up beautiful thought, feeling, by which greater 
joys are reached, also requires much labor. 
This world is for labor, pleasure, suffering, sac- 
rifice, joy; in a word, development. It is a 
school of experience by which the soul ex- 
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pands, and blossoms in a brighter existence. 
We are working out our own salvation, and 
all will be saved; but those who live aright 
will be the first and soonest to reach the Elysian 
fields, and leave the sorrows, miseries and 
crimes behind for those who yet have not seen. 
clearly the right road to happiness. 

If we have at last found the road that leads 
away from all the vices, crimes and miseries of 
the world, it has been done through ages of 
experiences, through wars, crimes and desola- 
tions. It has been done through the experi- 
ences of the long grinding and suffering world; 
and if at last we stand upon the verge of a new 
epoch, and behold the goodness, beauty and 
harmony of the Great Unknown, then, as 
“coming events cast their shadows before,” we 
have a faint conception of what is to be. We 
indulge the imagination with the glories, beau- - 
ties and joy of the unseen world that will be 
real in the land of spirits. 

In this life we have desires, wishes, longings 
that cannot be gratified. Adversity and sorrow 
overtake us in oureffortsto be happy. Friends 
leave us, seemingly buried forever from our 
_ sight, and make us sad and lonely, but these 
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thoughts and feelings are desires to be gratified 
ina brighter land, and midst happier scenes 
than earth can afford. There friend will meet 
friend with familiar smile, and the mother will 
clasp the long-lost child to her loving heart, 
and joy will beam from the gratification of 
love, the true source of all happiness. The 
higher planes of happiness are reached through 
toil, suffering, sacrifice. Prayers are answered 
through labor, and there are no other prayers 
that will be answered. Physical progress re- 
sults in intellectual growth. Labor with the 
mind as withthe body. Build your happiness 
upon the firm.foundation of natural law; this 
is the only foundation upon which you can 
be happy. We must work out our own salva- 
tion from the servitude of ignorance and chains 
of superstition, and be set free. 

Observe the laws by which we are made 
better, stronger, happier. A knowledge of 
these laws constitute true education. Watch 
with diligent eye the shadows of coming events, 
and take vantage ground to be free from error 
and superstition. May we all be free to enjoy 
the good things of earth, and when this life 
shall have passed away, may we behold the 
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transcendant beauties of the unseen world, and 
meet the loving friends who have long been 
parted from us. May we hear the heavenly 
strains of angel music, and the familiar voices 
of dear ones gone before, who are waiting and 
watching to be with us. 
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